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19 June 1946 


COMMISS IONER: 
Capt. Joseph Tubridy 


FIELD MARSHAL VON RUNDSTEDT,&@ witness, took the stand and testi- 
fied as follows: 


DIRECT EXAMINATION -— Resumed 


CAPT. TUBRIDY: You are reminded that you are still under oath. 

WITNESS: Yes. 

LATERNSER: 

When and how did you lara of the intention to occupy the Rhinelandg 
over the radio after 

I heard of the occupation of the Rhineland/smem it had already taken place. 

Were you, at that time, Commander in Chief in Berlin? 

Yes. 

And you were present in Berlin at that time? 

Yes. 

Do you maa know what the attitude or opinion was of the £k Commander in 


Chief of the Army and the Minister of War at that time concerning the occupation 


of the Rhineland? 


A I heard Later of a conference that tock place in February, 1938, in the / 
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presence of Hitler concerning the von Fritsch affair. That was the time when 
Hitler stated in very indignant and no uncertain terms that the Minister of War 
and the Commander in Chief of the Amy had, at that time, opposed the occupation 
ef the Rhineland and had moreover demanded that the troops be withdrawn across 
the Rhine because of the threatening attitude eribech was beginning to take; 
On the very same occasion Hitler was also indignant over the fact that the 
Commander in Chief of the Army had opposed the increase of the Wehrmacht to 
36 divisions, and that they had only been increased to this number because Hitler 
himself had pressed the point and insisted upon the increase. 

Q During your personal interview with Hitler, did you also speak of the 
EXMEEREXX&X succession to the Commander in Chief of the Army's position in case 
it should be vacated? 

A Yes. Hitler suggested xmxmwk several different generals as possible 
successors of Fribsch. The first name he mentioned was General von Reichenau. 
I answered that General von Reichenau was not fit to be the Commander in Chief 
of the Army for reasons which Hitler probably knew himself. I was then asked 
for an opinion on Brauchitsch and I answered that Brauchitsch was a very efficient 
officer and well liked and esteemed by the Army. 

Q For what reason uh Qu higher officers in the German Army opposed to 
Von Reichenau's appointment at that time? 

A We older officers considered Reichenau too much of a Nazi General. He is 
dead and it is embarrassing for me to have to say this but I am under oath. 

Q I should now like to ask some questions as to whether the higher Nazi 


leaders had any political influence that led to the annexation of the territories. 


Just one preliminary question. 2- 
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Was the German nation prepared for war in the year 1938 to 1939? 


A The German Army,especially so far as the infantry was concerned, could 
maxkam in no way be compared to the Army of the year 1914. Rearmament had 
taken place at far too great a speed and contrary to the advice of the higher 
leadership group. One should never forget that we had no trained reserved at 
all to bring the Army up to this number. In my own personal opinion, we also 
did not have sufficient numbers of cavalry troops, and the cavalry was absolutely 
necessary in case of a war in the East, 

Q What about heavy arms? 

À There was a sufficient number of heavy arms but training with tanks, for 
example, takes a very long time and until the outbreak of the war, the troops 
xx didmm not learn how to operate them correctly. 

Q As you havegme probably learned in the meantime, a conference took place 
on the 5th of Mabe November, 1937, between ikm Hitler and the Chiefs of the 
different Wehrmacht armies x in which Hitler exposed his future plans to his 
commanders in chief. What position did you hold in November, 1937, and where 
were you stationed? | 

A Iwas still Commander in Chief of the Army group Berlin. 

Q Were you informed at that time of the results of this meeting by the Commander 
in Chiéf of the Army? 

A No, although l1 had very close personal relationships with General Fritsch, 
E never once mentioned this meeting to me. 

Q Did you, after this time -- that is, after November 1937 and later on-- 


receive any orders that deviated from those orders that you had received previously 


and that aroused zidkmxxE your attention? 
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A No, only that General von Fritsch said khak in regard to the speed with which 
personally 
rearmament was taking place "We higher comanders should concern ourselves/wit h 
the training of the smaller Army groups." This really was not our concern but the 
concern of the lower commanders. ‘hen General von Fritsch tried everything within 
his means to alleviate this speeding up which had been ordered by Hitler. 

Q Witness, did this order that you were to concern yourself with the smaller 
units arouse your particular attention? Did you think anything of it or did you 
trouble yourself about it very much? 

A No, it only confirmed my own opinion that even the higher officers had to 
concern themselves with the training of eventhe smallest units and groups. We 
did not, because of this order, think of any war possibilities. 

Q Did the high military commanders have any chance to express khir their 
opinions concerning political decisions in which the Wehrmacht was to have a parte 
A So far as the Commander in Chief and the Minister of War were concerned, 

I cannot say. We, however, were never consulted. 

Q It is known that before any military mxxmxkxk campaign, Hitler had the 
high military camanders appear before him and informed them of his intentions. 

My question is, did any possibility exist during these conferences to have any 
influence on Hitler's decisions to mitigate, moderate or to change them? 

A No. These meetings were not really conferences, but a so-called issuing 

It was not at all possible for us 
of orders, if I may use this term.  YWexiuuboucoexocüUrilikygudeuxkk to make ny 
grave mkjeekxiwxs objections. We were only able to give suggestions in similar 
matters where tactics, for mommikx example, were concerned,y if we were of the 
opinion that what was being done was xik to be considered military nonsense. 

Q Was there any institution within the Wehrmacht which might be termed a 


Councs 
council of war? 
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A Wo, and l never was any such institution in the history of the Army since 
the year 1700. This would undermine any discipline at all. 


Q The prosecution has submitted an affidavit, No. 5, USA Exhib it No. 537, 


given by General Blaskowitz. I should like to refer to the letter half of this 


affidavit. I shall read the last paragrap: 

"During the Polish campaign, especially during the fighting around M Kutno, 
i was repeatedly in contact with the Commander in Chief of the Army, and he, as 
well as the Fuehrer, visited my headquarters," 

l omit one sentence and quote the last sentende? 

Qindeed, kis these military front commanders became Counsellors with the 
O.K.H. within their sphere so that the offices that are mentioned in the enclosed 
sketch comprise that group that was the actual consulting or advisory circle of 
the Germany Wehrmacht." 

@ounci| 

I should now like to ask you, did any such advisory circle or Counsel 
exist as maintained by General von Blaskowitz in this affidavit? 

A if the conclusion drawn from this affidavit is suppo sed to be that such an 
advisory circle existed, it is completely wrong and out of place, it is of carse 
natural that the Commander in Chief of the Army,xkmwxm who has relations withk the 
different Army groups and different areas » Should visit these groups before any 
momentous or important military decisions AXE orx steps are made in order to get 
their opinion. This would be comparable to my visiting the Commanding General 
of an Army or Army group and asking him,before 1 intend to make an attack, for 
his opinion, This is not an advisory position but only the asking of advice from 
ones subordinates. In my opinion, this is all that Blaskowitz could have meant 
by this statement f. l 
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And another thing, the orders for the Kutno battle were issued by me and 
not by Hitler. At that time he would not have dared to interfere with us. Is 
that sufficient? 

Q Yes, that is. 

A I should like to emphasize that 1 do not want to accuse von Blaskowitz 
of having given false testimony. I only want to clarify what he meantx. 

Q If I understood you correctly, then these so-called consultations were only 
advisory meetings concerning the execution of a military measure? 

i Yes, and one might compare this to a businessman who advises or consults with 
his employees or his advisors before making any big business deals. 

Q When and how did you learn of the intention to invade Austria? 

A I learned of the Austrian invasion only after it had been accomplished. 

An intermediary question. Were you also in Berlin at that time? 

A Xxx I just want $o explain this. At this time, it must have been around 
the 10th of march, I was on an official inspectionk tour of recruiting camps 
either at Pommerania or mechelnburg, 1 don't remember exactly, and while on this 
tour of inspection 1 was advised by telegram to proceed to Breslau in order to 
hold a memorial speech as the representative of Von Rreuchitsch on the 12th 
anniversary of the founding of the Ivory Cross because Von Brauchitsch had to be 
employed at a different place. 1t was at Breslaw that | heard of the invasion 
of Austria which had taken place on the previous day, 1f 1 had been in Berlin 
1 probably would have been informed just as late as 1 was of the intention to 
invade Austria, 

Q Had you learned of any plans to invade Austria before this time? 


A No. 
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Q Do you know what position the Commander in Chief of the Army and the Chief 


of the General Staff held when Hitler announced his intention, in may 1938, to solve 


the Sudeten question? 

A Yes. A conference took place in General von Brauchitsch's office in Berlin. 
On this occasion the Chief of the General Staff who was Beck at thet time read a 
memorandum sam which contained a warning not to take this step for such a small 
part of the Sudeten territory and risk a war by reason of our very ppor military 
and armed preparations. 

Special reference was made to the very strong armed potentialities of the 
United States, and of which it was said that this potentiality could also become 
effective against us without Americe actually entering into them war. A warning 
was expressed against a war which seemed hopeless. Brauthitsch then said to us, 
"If anyone of you gmmtsi gentlemen is of a different opinion, I wish you 

would e xpress it and tell me so because I should like to once more warn Hitler 
of this step." 
£ All of us were umanimously of the same opinion.  Thereupon, this memorandum 
was later referred to Hitler and xix the resultf of this # step was that 
Brauchitsch was thrown out of office. 

Q What was the cir£le toxk which this memorandum was read at that time? 

A So far as 1 remember, in the presence of the EE majority of the commanding 
generals. 1 donit know exactly, however, 

Q And the commanding generals who were peesent were of the same opinion as 
that expressed in the memorandum? 

A Yes, even Gereral Von Heichenau, a fact which surprised me. General 


von Neb was also present, and he is also here in prison. 
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Q Did the higher military leaders count on Hitler's declaration after the 
Munich Agreement that he had no further aspirations to any other territory or 
did they think that he would try to get the rest of Czechoslovakia? 

A We believed that at last this nightmare had been taken from the German 
people and its military leaders. I can add the following fram my own memory. 

When my Army entered the freed Swomurkm Sudetenland, Hitler was present 
one day and told me, "I feel as free and carefree as I have never felt before. 
Ad I have rarely felt." From this statement, 1 also drew the conclusion that 
the x£fXx affair was settled. 

Q When did you first learn of any concrete intentions of Mk Hitler to solve 
the Corridor question? 

A I remember that once in former years,I do not remember which yearyx it was, 


Hitler once stated kkixx in connection with the Corridor ouest ion. "The Corridor 


question is a matter of money so that it is not worth any war." Of the possibility 


that this Corridor question might lead to an armed conflict with Poland I leamed 
for the first time in may, 1939. I was no longer in office at that time but I 
conflict 
was ordered to come to Berlin because in case of a mimmu | was to take command 
of an army group and the orders connected with such a command were issued in 
Berlin. But, I was told at that time that that was only in ease a war became 
necessary. 
Q I should like to refer again to mm affidavit No. 5 of General von 

Blaskowitz, USA Exhibit No. 42€ 537. I qu&e the following: 

"Since 1919 and especially since 1924, three essential territori questions 


took on Germany's attention. These questions concerned the Polish Corridor, the 


Saar and Ruhr districts, and the Xmmioux memel district." 
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In paragraph two, Blaskowitz goes on to say: 
of 

"As long as the entire staff of German front officers believes that/these 

three questions, oodi the question concerning the Polish Corridor is especially 
then it will by armed steps 

important ,zmodriwiporbxX one day have to be solved/if necessary.Byoxomumicorkugex 
About 90% of the German people share this opinion with the officers concerning 
the Polish question." 

I want to ask you now, whether this statement by General von Blaskowitz 


is right, that is, make whether the opinion was expressed by the officers of 


the German Officers Staff that the Polish question would have to be Solved, if 


necessary, by armed force? 

A I cannot give information as to this fact. As I said before, the belief 
was always expressed that the Corridor question could be solved peacefully by 
a mmx monetary settlement for example, but not by armed force. But of course , 
the fact that one day the Corridor would have to disappear was also expressed. It 
may, of course, be thought that General von Blaskowitz, who% was the Commamer in 
Chief of Moravia and who had the Corridor, so to speak, at his very front door, 
had a more severe opinion concerning this question& than we did who were in other 
parts of the Reich. 

Q Do you know anything about the fact that in the year 1938 fortification 
work was being earried out along the German Eastern front? 

A Yes, fof I myself was responsible "E suat Frontier Sector from the 
Baltic Sea down to the Danube, and if & Polish attack had to be counted on at 
any time, especially against pommerania and Frankfurt on the Oder, which is nc 
very far from Berlin and also to Upper Silesia, it was advisable to put up 


preventive fortifications. 
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As Commander-in-Chief, I thought more and more of defensive measures. There 
was a small group of fortifications in the center of East Prussia, the so-called 
Heilsberger Triangle, in case Poland and Lithuania wanted to occupy the province 
of East Prussia. 

Q "Who ordered the building of these frontier fortifications? 

A  Qur higher superior military offices. 

Q What impression did this order male on the highest military leaders? 

A The measure was absolutely sensible and necessary. As I testified yesterday, 
we were prepared and expected anything on the part of the Poles, arad these fortifi- 
cations made the possibility of defense essential and gave us also the possibility 
of saving certain troops for sort of a counter attack. 

If, for example, the Poles advanced in the district of Frankfurt on the 
Oder and threater d Berlin, then an attack that was led from Berghof on the flmk 
of the Poles might be successful under the protection of these fortifications. 

Q Do you know if before May 1939 -- you just mentioned that a military plan 
existed for an attack on Poland? 

A No, Ido not know anything of this and I assume that this was the first 
plan. 

Q I shall now turn to Hitler's address murs delivered at Berghof on the 
wm 22nd of August, 1939. Did you, at that time, by reason of this conference, 
have the impression that now war with Poland was unavoidable? 


A No, I should almost like to say on the contrary. During this conference 


E 
on the Xmxkf£ Berghof, Foreign Minister Von Ribbentrop announced that he would be 


absent in order to fly to Moscow to meet Molotov there. This treaty made us, the 


old soldiers, very happy and satisfied us very much. Good relaioras with Russia 
was Xaxyxkuxx considered very important within the Reich's sphere. 
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Official delegations of officers fran Russia and from Germany visited one 
another. This pact with Russia meant a very big threat to Poland and we now be- 
lieved that Poland would not dare to wage war. We left the Berghof feeling that 
now the war that was going to take place was going to be a flower war, xwi the 
same as it had been in 1938 in the Sudetenlalaid. We were strengthered in our 
opinion that war would be avoided by the fact that on the eve of the troop concen- 
tration, all movements were xáuumxkiry suddenly stopped. Such steps also took 
place Xam before the invasionóf the Sudetenland, and therefore we thought a new 
peace action was afoot. Mussolini's name was mentioned in this connection. 

Q After you left the Berghof on 22 August 1939, did you speak with any of 
the other Gommanders in Simm Chief after the conference as to the impression it 
left on them? 

A Not so far as I remember. l left the Berghof together with my Chief of 
Staff and drove with him by car to kkæ my headquarters in Neisse. 

Q When did you learn ofk the intention to occupy Norway? 

A The fact that the occupation had been carried out was the first official 
information we received through official channels. In this connection I should 
like £o mention a Hitler order of the year 1939. This order stated that no 
officer and no office was to be informed of any military operation to any greater 
extent than dsolutely necessary , and if informed at all, as little as possible. 
Tai -z This order had to be posted on the wall of maxx every office and every 
bureau. This led to the fact that before the French Campaign I myself did not 
know mx exactly what mission my right hand neighbor had been entrusted with. 

Q What was your opinion mmmemm concerning the attack of the Western powers 


ok neuky ality 
and please mention also your opinion concerning the observations,of Belgium, | 


Luxembourg and the Netherlands? | | 
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A During the Polish campaign we were surprised that owr very small troops were 
not attacked by the French in the West. Moreover, the opimion concerning thé 
neutrality of Belgium and the Netherlands was very much doubted im within the 
higher military circles. We were informed of this fact when mg Army group was 
transferred to the West. 

The so-called West Wall, the Siegfried Line, that protected Sunmnuudtocds 
Germany's borders stopped somewhere in the vicinity of Aix 1a Chapelle, and further 
to the North iixxmmemaxhRm the approach for an attack on the Rhine and the Ruhr 
territory was WX practically open to the mmx enemy. Higher authorities believed 
that if anyone intended to attack, they would not attackx the fortification, but 
Eo by the round about route to the North. Therefore, first a sort of defensive 
troop cancentration was planned up at the top and beyond the Rhine, and probably 
carried out. My Army group was stationed near Coblenz on either side of the 
Moselle. 

Q What was the attitude of the Commander in Chief of the Army, Von Braguchitsch 
concemning the Western offensive? 

A Ido not know exactly, but he probably shared the opinion that the others 
held, and that is , Why wage an offünsive war, why not wait until the others 
attack? You might perhaps ask him because he is at hand. 1 don't know about 
this. 

Q Was this the mm most popular and widespread opinion within the circles of 
the higher military leaders? 


A Within my Army group, that is the Army group to which 1 could testify, we 


were of the opinion that for God's sak, no offensive war during the winter. 





b: | A 


Ahuna 
Take 1, Page 13 
19 June 46 


Q When did you learn of Hitler's decision to invade Yugoslavia and Greece? 

A Only after the invasion had been accomplished and through the fact that our 
troaps had been concentrated in Rumania and Bulgaria late in the spring of 1941. 
Of course, we also did not know whet was intended here. 


Q And of the invasion of Yugoslavia and Greece? 


A Through the accomplished fact. 


Q When did you learn for the first time of Hitler's intention to attack 
Russia? 

A In the course of the winter of 1940 and 1941. A plan had been worked out 
penne: A the Commander iff Chief of the Army, as 1 later found out, from higher 

would become 

orders according to which a war with Russia xaxohmuxmmimg inevitable, and that it 
was best to prepare for the possibility of a war after the question of Finland 
and the Baltic countries had been settled. Hitler's final décision to attack 
Russia was, 1 believe, told to us on the occasion of a Fuehrer conference in 
Berlin in march, 1941. The other preparations that I mentioned just now were 
also called preparatory and precautionary steps. 

Q What do you mean by precuationary steps? 

A I mean, suppositions and suggestions and plans on how things should be carried 
out if the necessity arose. 

Q Do you mean that these preparations were being carried out for a case that 
might take place sometime in the future? 

A Yes, that is what 1 wanted to say. If anyone sakes counts on an attack 
either in the near future or at a more distant date, then he will make certain pre- 


parations and considerations and meditate on this, and these are the so-called pre- 


cautionary measures that L spoke of. The matter of special methods] 
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Q What did you think of an attack launched by Germany against the Soviet 
Union? 

I must say that all of us shared a certain fear concerning such an attack 
for we had all been very glad when the Treaty or Pact with Russia had n signed, 
I myself had spent four years in Russiaf during the first \orld War. 
the Russian we | know how brave he is; I know his strength and 
that terrain that is impossible for us to concuer is not impossible for the 
Russiane I should also like 
as a warning torch. No book has been ad so much as the book by Colincour 
concerning the year 1812. And as I said before, the thought of a war with 
Russia was an uncanny and unpleasant one to us, 

How did Hitler present the military situation to you and 
tell you particularly as to the information he had received on 
concentrations? 

He told us that along the entire Russian Front very great troop movements 
were taking place in the direction of thé border, that numerous airports had been 
newly established and enormous numbers of tanks stood prepared. He maintained 
that he had received this information particularly via Japan and Japeneee military 

+ 


attaches so that he saw a threat coming up on the horizon and he wanted to get 


ahead of this threat, 


Then you mean to say that Hitler presented war 


being an unavoidable, preventive 

in unavoidable war. 

Did Hitler listen to you or to other milita cuestion 
before he made his final decision of attacking Russi 

He did not listen to me and probably also 


: E d wy the tho mma Pæ ine hio $ 
believe, on the contrary, that the Commancer—in-Cl 
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the instructions to work out such a ( ind w ot questioned about 
Recess was taken.) 
you just stated that the Commanding 
reluctantly and with 
~ 
I would like to ask ypu what did you notice, when you entered the 
Union with the Armies, concerning the preparation of the Soviet Union for 


A The opposition on the Polish-Russian Frontier was not as hard, not 


strong as anticipated It showed that the Russians used the same kind 


å 


m 7, + ^ 2 
weak ceiensive 


that we used anc 
* 


for a counter attack. We found out that tha 


1 


through 


E 


counter attacks, especially 

w airports were ; 

streets, 
marked on our 
through air pictures, The Russian maps 
into Silesia. That 

I would like to ask you now a few c tions concerning one of the main 
points of the Prosecution which stated that the military leaders at the beginning 
qd the war decided that they wuld fight this war on a mew basis, against the 
past rules and rights of war. 

That is not the case. I can swear that with a holy oakhh. Just the 
opposite, Just before the beginning of the offensive we were told by Hitler at 
his field headquarters concerning Russian Commissars, an order which, to put it 
mildly, surprised us very much. Hitler stated that the war had to be fought 


hard and rough because the Russian too was rough and he would fight a rough and 


herd war. The Commissar is not a soldier and therefore was not to be treated — 


. 


soldier in case of capture, 
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as that the opinion that Hitler gave you? 


Those were his statements. ‘Je were very surprised at this but we supposed 
gave 
chat Hitler, before he xkwmx any orders concerning the International Rights, sem 
would 
hecouusum get informed personally with these International Rights. After this dis- 


cussion we spontaneously went up to Brauchitsch and told him that a thing like 


that was not allowed to happen. e told him that we would not do it nor would 
we allow our troops to do it. Whereupon Brauchitsch, who was of the 
stated that he wuld do his best to have this order rescinded. 
my Commander-in-Chief just said that " just won't do it." I know that this 
opinion was carried through to the lowest groups. No case was ever reported to 
me where the troops ever carried out this order. Shortly after there was a very 
strong order from Brauchitsch ordering the troops to fight the war according to 
the International Rights. That was considered by us to be a cuiet repudiation 
of the Fuehrer's order. Later on, I was not East any mre at that time, I heard 
this order was then rescinded in the East want to point out especially 
the hard combat aj ( .ghting Russians was harder than 
gainst the soft French but that it was carri 1i 1 à basis of Internat ional 
Rights and Rules, 
I have a few further questions Concerning your statements. 
at which Hitler presented the so-called Commissar Decree, about when did 
take, place? 
ither May or June 1941. 
How did this Giscussion go on? . What I want to »w is this -- did Hitler 
as usual make his speech and then immediately leave or did he remain 


> our 


and talk to the various Commanding Chiefs? 


. 


If I remember correctly he disappeared like a flash and all of us went 


to Brauchitsch and told him that this just could not be done. 
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Do you know of any especially energetic protests by the various commanders- 
in-chief against this order which had been given to you verbally? 
I heard that Field Marshal von Kluge, who st that time was in charge 
an army, a very impulsive gentleman, made a most emphatic protest concernin 
That were the contents of Brauchitsch's order which he issued later, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army, i der to play down the severity of the 
Commis sar 
stated before, this was an order to fight this war according to 
the International Rul 
irmy concernanre this fact had 
order were to disciplined severely. 
What was your opinion concerning the treatment of the enemy during 
battle and in case he was captured, 
I do not want to answer this cuestion since the answer is as it has to 
be, of course, ii > person asked is a halfway decent officer and soldier. 
want to state that in former years, 
the se recruits concerning the Orders of the Geneva Convention 
concerned, that is, treatment of prisoners, respecting 
ment of wounded prisoners, and so on and these Rules of the Geneva Conve ntion 
were ettached at the end of the instruction book of the Army. 
hat was your action towards the civilian population of the Occupied 


Territorie s and also the action of your troops? 


In the sector which I commended in France there 


between the population and the Army. The same was 


I was in the East the relations between population and Army were good, especially 


| / 


in the Ukraine. The Ukrainian seemed, I almost want to say, a warmhearted 





NN 


xm 
fellow who desired friendship and companionship, a fact which I know from the 


last war. I will mention a few single details later on. 
Could you 
ame MY o vs 
< we can eliminate thse details, 
If there was any kind of violation on the part of the troops concerrüng 
their conduct against civilians, did you enter into the matter of disciplining 


a 


these men with all measures available to you? 


^ 


E 


s an Army Group Commander J did not have the power to court martial. 
However, I know that in the various Armies any kind of violation of these 


actions again the civilian population were disciplined before army courts mal 
with the strongest severity. ‘lhe slogan, "ho pluncers will be shot" could 
seen almost everywhere one went, 
Do you know of any cases where German troops carried ovt reprisals 
unorthodox activities - activities by the enemy which were not according 
to the Internat ional Rights and Rules? 
I cannot remember any such case, 
Now I would like to ask you a few questions about the SD Einsatzgruppen. 
Do you know any detailed information comerning the roles, duties, and activities 
of these Einsatz Groups in the East! 
this happened in the rear areas and was not uncer my command 
but more or less under the command of Staff Rosenberg. 
DR. KEMPNER: May I interfere with one little remark? I would like 
to have a more literal translation because it is very important what 
Field Marshal said; there is one word I especi 


(The German court reporter read the witness's reply to the last cuestion, ) 


DR. KEMPNER: I am am just asking for a more literal translation. 
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of 
(Changing interpretation P reply to the last cuestion) 


INT Q DDTT»,. 


No, all this happened in the rear areas and was not under my command. That was 
handed over to the Kinder Rosenberg later on. 


BY Im TEXPNSeR. 
2 was La. i ie 


ere any such SD Einsatz Commandos under your Army Group? 


What did you hear concerning 
I gust remember that rear one of 
my circle but 
headquarters at th: I thereupon prohibited 
watch such a thi 


whom these executions 


Prosecution presented a document, USA Exhibit 560, Affidavit No. 
which Was written by General Roettiger. is you probably have found out 
meantime, these SD Einsatz Commandos 
Jews and these mass executions were, without 
these Einsatz Groups. General Roettiger stai 
end I Guote "Even though it was esenerally known 
Einsatz Commandos were, as it evidently 

rmy leadership.....' I want to ask you now; 
duties, as I described them to you, of these 
corried out with your approval: 
No. I never knew anything about it and never approved anything 
sat. The only case that I know of is th case I already mentioned as 
happened near my headouarters. Of course one heard stories that were supposed 


to have happened, not during the Campaign of Poland but during the Military 
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Government of Poland. We heard these stories, Whether they were true 
naturally could not prove. 
n connection with the supposed connection between the Army and 


ar 


Winsatz Groups the Prosecution has presented a further document, Affidavit 


s affidavit is by an SS Leader 3 § who made the following 


[ra 
I 


USA Exhibit 563. 
statement. I quote: "As fa S I know, these SD Einsatz Groups were within the 
Army Groups and were under the direct command of rmy oups both tactically 
and in every other. matter," 

That is not true. We never had anything to do with these people, either 
on duty or off duty, not in the East or in the S They vere all under the 
orders of Himmler, 

Ohlendor f, stated before the Court that Himmler had told 
him in April 1945 that Commanders-in-Chief were informed of the plans of exterm- 
ination of the Jews. Ohlendorf showed, as one of his proofs of evidence, the 
fact that before the Russian Campaign started, Hitler, in a speech to the 
various Commanders-in-Chief, had told them of the proposed liquidation. Field 


Marsh&l, you were present during all the discussions between Hitler and the 


various Commenders-in-Chief before the Russian Campaign. I ask you, did Hitler, 


in his speech to the Commanders-in-Chie f, ewer express his intention of annihileting 


c 


or exterminating the Jews? 


No, he never would have said that to us since this 
under the cover of Segraxk "Secret Measure." 
RUSSIAN PROSECUTCR I an very sorry to interrupt but I must say that 
Dr, Laternser has probably made a mistake in referring to the affidavit of Ohlen- 
dorf.  Ohlendorf referred not to an order of Hitler but to an order of Himmler 


about the extermination of 30 million Jews. 
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R: Yes, but I want the cuestion to remain as I put it 


1 


since any orders from Himmler to the Commanders-in-Chief had to go by way of 
Hitler who wag, of course, the Commander-in-Chief of all Armed Forces and if there 
was such an order given to the Commanders-in-Chief, then this order would have had 
to come from Hitler, the Commander -in-Chief of the Armd F orces, 

Q Do you know of an agreement which, according to a witness called here 

, 
Schellenberg, was made between Heydrich on one side and the General Cuartermaster 
on the other side, and by which the irmy Groups were supposed to have been in- 


formed of the duties and activities of the SD Einsatz Groups? 


Of course J did not know anything concerning this agreement as I had 
nothing to do with Wagner, the General Quartermaster. As I stated before, this 
entire Jewish ope:ation was under the cover of a Secret Order, 

Did you know the Quartermaster General, Wagner? 

I just knew him a little bit. He was hanged because of the 20th of July. 

Did you ever hear of an order, according to which 30 million Slavs were 
supposed to be exterminated? 

NO. 

Did you have any knowledge of the now well known activities 
centration cams and the activities of the Gestapo? 


No. I would say mst all of us, including almost the entire German people, 


PT 


1 


heard of these cruelties only through the movies and the press releases of the 


ocecypat ion troops. We knew of only two concentration camps, One was Oranienburg 


which was the show camp which was presented to the visiting foreign diplomats to 
show how good the se concentration camps were, Then there was Dachau, which wa 


known among the people not as a concentration camp but as a concert camp and 


people were sent there who had made unwise statements or had become unpopular, 


such as, for i nstance, Father U"iemoeller. Two friends of mine who are nere ir 


aed 
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prison right now, Halder and Falkenhausen, were one year in Dachau and did 
have the slightest idea of what was going on there. 
If the documents which the Prosecution are presenting 
it is shown that during the battles of 1941 in the Russian Cz 
of Russian Prisoners of War were supposed to have been killed or shot.... 
First of all I have a few previous cuestions. 
eid "killed" - probably not the right translation. Thai should be 
"die d." 
First a few previous questio 
the Prisoner of 
did not hi any arterm r units and we did not ho 


supply and reinfo ment | were purely an oper- 


did 

the commanding 
of war System? 

‘rmy Groups had nothing i lo With prisoners of 
to send any prisoners Of war that wer aptured within their 
areas and from these rear areas 
war camps or they were sent further back, 

In other words, thes 


nisonerg' of war for a short time’ 


Just to collect them and send them back as sc iS possible, the same 


as the Army Croup who Collects all of them and sends as fast as possible 


torards the rear without any delays. 


What were the reasons for the deaths of so many thousands of prisoners 


of war dwing the fall and winter campaigns in 1941* 
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There were many reasons. It is true that many of them died of hunger 


and over-exertion during that winter. In a so-called "kettle battle" meaning 


encirclement battle, the troops heve no food except what they carry with them 


and they were already pretty nearly starved when that encirclement was completed, 
The number of priso 5 war amounted sometimes up to hundred thousands and 


sometimes Was stronger than the Army which captured them. 


y 
very Short in supplies and even though trying could not possibly get enough 
food together to supply those poor prisoners vi addition to that, 
terrible supply conditions existed at that time, terrible railroad conditions, 
road conditions which worsened the situation generally. 
these people things from the field like sunflower seeds, and other things 
they could collect, In my opinion one of the main reasons for that mass dying 
terrible winter conditions, they could not be brought under roofs anc 
stay outdoors all that time. That is about what I have to say to that 
que stion. 
Have you been able to ascertain that everything was done Comman ås 
concerned to alleviate that particular situation? 
I have not been able to ascertain or did not try 
things had been done the way they should have been but I an sure that was the case. 
© Could you say or could you ascertain that during that Campaign o 
ssians themselves, during their retreat, destroyed things in a large 


^ 


A During the advance of my Army Croup very little destruction could be 
Dnjepr 

noticed until we advanced into the max more industrial sector around Diepper, 

Saporoshje, Kliberack, end so on. I recall specifically the destruction of a 


large dam near Saporoshje. \fter the crossing of the Diepper the R sian method 


of long delayed fuse dynamiting became more and more apparent, A great deal of 
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damage and misery was caused with these delayed fuse detonations. Even lon: after 
the fighting had ceased these detoretions took place through radioactive detormtions. 
le had, therefore, to examine every building that we intended to occupy for such 
underminings or charges. Particularly numerous demolition charges were found 
Kiev and Kartrov. In my headcuarters, Poltava, I am happy to say there were 

CAPTAIN TAUBRIDY: Dr. Laternser, may I ask what is the point of this 
line of testimony? 

The Prosecution has asserted, particularly the Russian 

Prosecution, that the Germans undertook a g number of demolitions in their 


advance and I want to ascertain c how that a great number of these de 10Litions 


were done by the Russians in the ir retreat befo the Cerman irmies ever reached 


A The enemy had made no use of the so-~elled policy of "sceorched-xkR earth” 
during my time in the Russian Canpaigr 
lere there extensive demolitions at Stations and 
A Comparatively few. The min difficulty as lar as rail transport was con- 
cerned was not so much the demolition but rather the reloading and rechanging 
from Russian gauge to “estern European guuge railways, which I also mentioned 
before, in connection with the starving prisoners of 
In that Molotov Note of 27 April 1942, in the German text on 
stated that you, Field lMershal, had given the or der for the Ru 
prisoners of war to clear the mines and that was not only referring to 
mines but Cerman mines as well, Will you please give an answer or make 
ment to that? 


In that order, as I recall, the town of Kiew is specifically mentioned 


and, if I remember correctly, also a regimental number. I did not give S an 





NN 


order as an Army Group Commander. If it had been given it would have been iven 
by an Army Commander. The Army which was standing near Kiew, and I believe that 


was the only sector where mines could have been laid, was the Sixth German Army. 


"mt 


f Molotov is mentioning my name he may possible have confused that with 


> 


Reichenall instead of Rundstedt. 


The witness, Remmx Rhode, in his Affidavit /18, USA Exhibit 


as follows at the end of this affidavit: "I am of the firm conviction that an 
agreement of all Field Marshals would have resulted in a changing of the missions 
and methods used." This particular statement I have just read refers to the 
methods used in the Eastern, that is the Russian Campaign, Since the $S5-Fuehrer 
Rhode has had occasions to express his views on the subject I would like to 
ask you to give your views. 
mistaken, A protest of all the Field Marshals 

absolutely unthinkable. This would have given Hitler the 
opportunity to rmove some of the high-ranking officers from the Army Groups 
and replace them with SS Leaders. The leader ship methods within the army 
would have worsened. Nothing would have been improved by such a protest, 
The only possible thing would have been a sort of cuiet sabotage - the same 


way as it was done with the Commissar Order of Hj tler. I think it is impertinent 


of an SS man to dare to make such a statement about a Field Marshal, 
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(The commission reconvened at 1400 hours 19 June 19464 


VON RUNSTEDT - Resumed 
DIRECT EXAMINATION = Yontinued 


BY DR. LATERNSER: 

Q I should now like to ask you some questions relat- 
ing to the period of the German occupation of France, which 
officers were responsible for the peace and œ der? 

A. The military commander at Paris was responsible 
for peace and @der. He was responsible for the occupied 
part of France and fa the rest of France the government 
of Petain was responsible, After it became necessary to 
occupy the unoccupied part of France, all of the military 
commanders, besides Petain's office, was also held responsible 
and he carried on this responsibility with & police staff 
cf the SD. 

Q Did Hitler himself give any instructions concerning 
the maintenance of peace and order in France? 

A Do you mean as to the period where there was no 
fighting in France, at the time of quiet in France? 

a Yes, I refer to that period and tothe later period. 

A During the time of qmiet in France the military 
imax commander, to wxkmxXxx whom I could not issue ihstruc- 
tions, received his orders by means of the channel of the 


OKWe When the threat to peace became more acute with the 
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increasing of the resistance movement in Southern France 
Hitler also made use of the Commander in Chief West, espec- 
{ally in the winter of 1943- 1944, to help maintain peace 
nd order, He did so especially because the resistance 

movement had become an enormous danger to the troups 
stationed at the Mediterranean shores and especially so 
since the French police and the troops of militery commanders 

had become completely powerless towardgx combating these 

resistance movements, 

Q After the position of the Military Commander West 
had also b een secured in the maintenance of peace and œ der 
did Hitler give any instructions concerning the issuance 
of orders in this respect in your t urn? 

A Hitler continually accused us of a continual 
slackness and indulgence toward the Petain government and 
threatened to employ SS troups under the leadership of a 
SS commander. Finally in March 1944 while I was on leave 
an order of Hitler was issued to my Deputy Sperle of the 
air force to itake more energetic methods now concerning 
the combating of this resistance movement that has taken 
on enormous strength. I might mention in this connection 
that the number of resistance movements was greater than 
the total number of all divisions stationed at the Medit- 
erranean coast. By reason of this Hitler order my staff 


under Sperle worke d out a draft concerning these questions 


V 


and transmitted it to the military commanders. This draft F / 
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or order was returned after examination and a few changes 
had been made. Thereupon, it was once mor e sent to the OKW 
of Hitler, and was slightly altered there and then returned. 
The precautionary measurers were necessary because there 

was a new man on our staff who had had international law 
training. When I returned from my leave that order that 
had been completed in the meantime was submitted to me. 

Q What was the contents of this order? 

A This order said that the severest steps were 
tobe taken, and also, of course, within legal methods, 
against this enormous resistance movement, In the mean- 
time also a so-called army, a secret army had been compos- 
ed beside these bandit units, and mareover within the 
main b andit territory parts of the French police had by 
compulsion gone over to the side of the bandits. The 
French police was much too weak and tocinsufficiently 


armed, although we had all of this help. Ever since the 


time when the secret army had been supplied by air with 


heavy arms and leadership, I should lik to inter ject 
very briefly the conditions that had in the meantime 
arisen here, continual attack and mk sabotage on the 
rail lines. Within one night tw explosive attacks or 
plots were made on my pervsonal train. Traffic on the 
streets and roads was only possible by means of a so- , 
called convoy system as was carried out on the high seas, 


t 
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. Small garrisons of troups were encircled for days at a 
time and cut off from any means of communicatione In the 
middle of the day marching troups for example were attacked 
and shot at. All telephone communications were interrupted. 
Only wkeeiaxxuza wireless communications were still possible 
and some other things. This was an impossible situation 
for troops to cope with facing defeat and having in it's 
rear this enormous resistance movement. I repeatedly 
begged the od Marshal Petain, to whom I had I mxkkmx 
might say, an intimate relationship, to warn his population 
not to take part in this r esistance movement in any case, 
and I did so only in order to preserve the civilian szx 
population from having to undergo acts of reprisal.frsx 
Euxxaxxsryxlmupgxkkmxx For a very long time I accepted the 
losses my troups sustained, I might say too long almost, 
only out of consideration for the French civilians and in 
order not to cause Yetain any difficulty, A short time 
before the invasion I oncé more begged Yetain to address 
his people on the radio and to warn them that in case 
of an invasion they should behave as wisely as possible. 
As difficult as it was for me to take this action, it had 
become absolutely necessary arising out of the military 


resistance to take against the resistance movements. I 


do not believe that there woulü be any army in the world 
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that in a amx similar case that would not have taken 

similar steps. Wherever illegal acts did take place as in 
the case of Oradour by an SS unit it was necessary, of 
course, to take severe action against this. I mightrefer 
to this later. Such an illegal guerilla warfare that women 
and children who are innocent are also concerned and suffer; 


when during such guerilla warfare towns are used as places 


from which to shoot and carry on a bombardment, and it 


can be prevented just exactly as in a legal war whenever 


a town œ place is defended from anattack and there 
are still civilians in this town,am any soldier wuld 
know this, 

Q I asked you about the contents of this order, 

A I don't remember the contents. I only know 
that severe measures were asked of us, perhaps the document 
itself will show. I do not have the document, 

Q Just one more question concerning this testimony. 
Youtestified a little while ago that youas the Commander 
in Chief West were rdi. ed ‘tha t & special SS leader would 
be employed against partisan movements, what was your 
attitude whem you heard of this announcement of the employ- 
ment of an SS leader? 

A I opposed it andr ejected it ands aid:"Send me 
more divisions for my rear lines and peace will be establish- 
ed of its om accord." In order to preserve the honor 


of the SS security police, all military commanders, I 
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had to add here they always cooperated with Petain and 
his government, and any excesses which were committed 
weré not committed by them. 

Q Was the fighting carried on in spite d the 
position that you have just depicted, carried on as 
carefully as possible? 

A tes, as far as possible the fighting was 
carried on carefully. For example, we did not destroy 
whole localities, towns and villages by raiding them and 
through whole areas by bombarding them, but we only eye 
out on danian NU We used no planes ,XÍAXSKAARKNAXËRY 
and few tanks. 

= What about theartillery ? 

A Very little artillery. We never bombarded a 
whole locality but only one objective, that is, the 
house from which the shooting was being carried on. 

Q Was the locality of the resistance moy ement 
organized? 

A A shat time after the invasion but I don't 
want to bind myself to the time, a radio meassage was 
broadcast by Hisenhower in which he stated dist eho 
Frenchresistance mov ement was now to be considered legal 
troups. We transmitted this immediately to the Fuehrer 


and asked him for his decision and his decisionwas a 


negative one. 


3 | 
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Was this attitude changed later on? 
Not as long as 1 was there, 

Q Did you hear of any alterations concerning this 
status of legality after you left? 

A As far as I remember the French who had fought 
in Southern France and further advanced towa rdkxxxkx Alsace 
Lorraine was recognized as & Legallyr eruit" and tha t is 
the condition I found when I returned. 

- Q ^. And what about the resistance movement in other 
parts of France, do you know anything about this? 

A Apart from individual attacks that had always 
taken place since 1940 there was a relative peace and 
order in the remaining parts of France, except as far as 

Britogne , 
DAANEN was concerned, 

Q Witness, I should now like a question on the 
regrettable incident at Oradour, just one preliminary ques- 
tion, What do you know about the event? 

A We heard via the channels of the YXzkyS8mXxxxx 
Vichy Government with whom we always had a German liaison 
and with whom we were in a continual exchange of information 
of the battles with troups and that parts of the second 
SS Division in Oradour, and that a church had been set on 
fire in which women and children had taken refuge. ‘his 


the 
Givision was onthe march from/Southern part of France to 


the Normandy front and in continual fight with illegal Y 
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troops. I reported this affair inmediately to the OKW 

and asked the Commanding General, under whose Command 

this SS corps was, to have this affair investigated im- 
mediately and to repa@t the findings to me. I myself 

could not œ der a legal investigation to be made because 

in this respect the SS was not subordinate to me but direct- 
ly submrdinate to Himmler. 

RX After I had left my successor Field “arshal Kluge 
once mw e asked for information on the affair but + don't 
know what theresults were. At any rate the incident 
was a regrettable one which might have béen avoided. 

Q In order to clarify this point in which con- 
nectionwas this SS Division subordinate tothe Commander 
in Chief West? 

A This is avery complicated affair. This Second 
SS Division in France was a reserve of the OKWe When I 


needed this unit in Na mandy as a fighting troop I had to 


have themreleased by the OKW for that purpose and then 


this SS division was only subordinate to me as far as 
battle action at the front was concerned. I was not 
able to take any disciplinary measures or pronounce 
sentences. I could not œ der any leaves and xXEzxkk 
above all I could not order any legal investigations, 
was just as powerless inrespect to this division as I 


was towards units d the air force, 
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Q That means that the only task you had with 
this SS division would be a military one? 

A tes, but, of course, to this also belonged the 
combatting of the illegal movement. 

& “When this incident at Oradour took place, did 
the SS Second Tank Division have any œ ders from yous 

A Yes, this division was to march as mkmEx 
quickly as possible na thward and there to be entrai ned. 
All train connections had been destroyed in the lower 
part and communication by train was only possible beginning 
with the Loire. 

Q After the events in Oradour you just testified 
you asked the Commanding Genersl of the Corps to investigate 
and make a report. “hat else could you have done in this 


effair? 


A I couldn t do any more than I did and report 
“add 
to the OKW, May i/msxx som thing? The Commanding General 


of this corps to whom this SS division was subordinate 
was away engaged in heavy fighting in N mandy faxxa and a 
considerable time would have elapsed for the investigation. 
Q What do you know about t he enemy commando actions 
in the affair Sarc? 
A On this small inglish island an engineer platoon 


had been tempaarily stationed in œ der to lay mines there. 
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This platoon was not stationed at the base as it should 
have been but outside. During the night this platoon 


was attacked by a so-called commando action. ‘Te—peepte 


uu ' 
etf ^ne commandos had blackened their faces and ware no 


uniforms. The engineers were thrown out of their beds, 
chained and ža dragged to the coast. Yne man because he 
did not want to enter M Two mEkmxwx others were 
able to escape and prepa ted the incident.Àn investigation 
that had been ordered by Hitler disclosed the fact Ex 

by means of a photograph that this man had been shot while 
he was chained, This incident must be on file with the 
file s of the OKW. 

Q Do you know the so-called commando œ der that 
Hitler issued on the 18th of October, 1942? 

A Yes, I know this am der. It applied to the whole 
world, that is, it applied to all d Europe. 

Q What attitude did you mx take khan towards 
this order? 

A In my opinion if commandos behaved properly 
they were fighting troops similar tothe parachutists. 
This & der of Hitler just like his Commisar œ der was 
sabotaged not only by us but also by the SD. 

Q Did you ever discuss this œ der with the Commander s 


subordinate to you? 
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I don t remember. 


were 
Do you know of cases a /xx&** cases reported to 


you where the Commando œ der was applied? 


No, 


Vere any prisoners taken in the Commando Befehl 


No, 

Q One question concerning the d epor tation of labore 
tome? Was this la bor recruitment in France promoted by 
higher military officers? 

A No, tothe very great disgus | Sauckel it was 
not, although it had been ordered by 
refused to do so, under the pretext w e 


troups for this. I had no desire to 


(A ^^ ni m 
the under - trent mov ement y means Í 
pespiaxx fresh young i people, 


f^ 


^j Did you w t 


5 


he OKW by official channels concern- 
ing these labor recruitments? 

That was not a concern of mine, that wa |! conc ern 
of the military commander who always called on us for he lp 
and helped us so that the people vo uli no make ary dif- 
ficulty. 

DR, KEMPNER: May I suggest that we trans- 

l te these words literally. 


INTERPRETER: I don't think 
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CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Would youwrite them out, Dr. 
Kempner, and le t us have them. 

DR IATERNSER: Could we take a shoft recess 
at this time? 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: We will take a short recess for 
ten minutes. 


(A short recess was taken) 


BY DR, IA TERNSER: 


Q Field Marshal, have youtried to 
the French civil population 

I should like to be very brief on this sub ject 
because it looks like praise if I talk about everything. 
Upon request to the old Field "arshel Petain I spoke to 
the Fuehrer on several occasions to find out what France 
can expect by the mmr ending of the war but without 
success. I hewe-axzhkafmuüxxzmsx achieved some success 
with things for the French railway employes, for exammmple, 
liberation of rela tives, additional food, etc. In 1940, 
we have helped deportees wit! od and have helped them 
in XhX their summa imuxxmx transportation back, When the 
air attacks, that is, Allied air attacks on Paris and 
environs, became very strong, we have Sppplied troops 
for aiding purposes. We have fed the poor population in 
my owi headquarters every noon. We have seen to it 


that coal was transported to Paris in spite of bad rail 
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connections even while the invasion was already in progress 
and there were only seven trains that could run in 
France. That is about sufficient I think, 
Q l will ask no further 
What do you know about Hitler's 
the fighting zone? 
l only know, g was not; Commander 
from my 
is also h 2 ils ar der has not been followed 
and no bridge ha 
INTERPRETER: Correction - my old Chief, who 
is also here, i have heard about this from hin. 
BY DR, IA TERNSER: 


Q Now a few questions regarding the Ardennes offen- 


slve. When did you hear from Hitler for the 
about his intention to start that offensi ve in the winter 
1944? 

A I believe in the beginning of November. 

Did you know that preparations were started in the 
OKW already in September? 

A No 

Q Didn't you notice that in your command already 
changes or mowements of divisions took place, the reason 


for which you could not see? 


when the order of Hitler was already in my hands, that 


A These movements of divisions took place only Z 
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is to say, in November. In September, Hitler still wanted 
us to attack near Nancy. 
Were 

Q xÉKfÉí&R/sny of the Commanders in Chief outside of 
those woo were actually concerned with movments 
notified about these intentions? 

A Only the Army “orps Yommander, Model, commanding 
generals and division commanders concerned were notified. 
I myself had to notify the Commander in Chief of the army 
corps way down south because I had to take séveral 
from bim and otherwise he would not have understood, 

8 In the army corps sector, Malmedy tobe specific, 
lOO “merican soldiers have been shot. Have you had my 


reports about this particular incident? 
L I 


A I myself have heard about this incident by way 


Y 
of an enemy bros doast though my staff and immediately 


called on my group Model to get the detailed report on 
this. At the same time I received a request from the 
OKW to make such an investigation as they had heard the 
same broadcaste At the present time tha e is a war trial 
` 

at Dachau against the leader of the SS who was concerned 
with this action. 

Q There has been a witnesshere in thistrial 
in Nurnberg by name of Von der Essen who testified here 


concerning this matter, and in his deduction he states 
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that the order from higher up must have been given. How 
many &xx discussions conceming the Ardennes offensive 
have taken place? 
A With the Commanders previously mentioned, and 
they were divided into two groups, only one such discussion 
took place. With my staff several of them as my headquarters 
was close to one of the Fuehrer. 
Q During these discussions was the subject of shoot- 
ing of prisoners at any time discussed or was any such 
order requested? 
A On the contrary no such order was given. On 
the contrary he requested that as many prisoners as possible 
should be made for propoganda purposes for the German people, 
Q in other words, the deduction by this witness 
Von der Essen stating that prisoners of war should be shot 
and the civil population should be treated harshly has 
never b een given? 
A That is a deduction which is absolutely incorrect. 
Q The high military leaders who have bem accused 
of gprkongx prolonging the war and propagating the continu- 
ation of a hopeless war, these defendants have been accused - 
of such practices, can you make any statements to that 
effect? 
A One could talk about this matter for a long 


time but i will be very brief on that subject. Since the 


4 Ô 
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TN nmm 


Yalta conference there was no hope for the German people, 
whether Hitler was there or not. The German people, and 
justifiably so, believed it to be a fight&x for their 
existence. We military leaders had to hold out to the 
le st according to our oath and to be faithful to our 
country, and, therefore, could not, through the removal 
of Hitler upon our part, end the war. Aside from the 
fact that such an attempt would have been absolutely 
hopeless due to the general attitude of the amy, such 
a man would have gone down in history as one of the 
biggest traitors of his country because the German people 
through a peace of that sort wouldhave had no advantages 
compared to now. That is why I condemned also the 
attempt of assassination of the 20th of “uly. That 
ought tobe sufficient. 

Q Didn't youattempt to convime Hitler to 


end the war because there was no mae hope of success? 


A Yes, in a certain way we have tried that, that 


is to say, Field Marshal Rommel and myself. Ihat took 
place at the discussion about three weeks or rather two 
weeks after the invasion started near METH which 
discussion the Fuehrer had come, At that time it was al- 
feady clear that the invasion was a success and could 


not be any more remedied. We told the Fuehrer at that 


time something had tobe done, that is to say, ina 
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military way, meaning away from the coast where nothing 
could be done any more, but also in a political way, where- 
upon the Fuehrer went out of the room and Colonel General 
Jodl said it should have been another Field Marshall who 
shoulé ha ve told him that. A similar indication we gave 
him at Obersalzberg toward the end of June. “hen I return- 
ed to my headquarters I was relieved of my command by 
avery polite letter in consideration of my health. 
Q Now we will come tothe next question. What 
pos sibility existed for a high military leader to resign? 
A Towards the end of the war when events took an 
unfortunate turn for Germany, let us say, from the Stalin- 
grad period on, an attempt for a high military leader to 
ask for dismissal on his own accord was as good as im- 
possible. Aside from that there was a Fuehrer order of 
1941 which stated that no High Commander could resign 
his position as Xmmx well as no ordinary soldier could 
say: "I am not continuing." I have to return to my own 
resignation during the winter of 1941. The fighting 


of 
near Hostov/mx my tmk s only made it necessary for 


them to retreat towards a river. During the moy ements 


of these armies towards that river a telegram arrived 
OKH 

from the /@fmitx behind which really was Hitler, stating, 

no,this army cannot retreat, but they have tor emain 


where they were, that is forward. I answered that 
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telegram from the OKH stating that we had contemplated 
this move toward the rear for days and have reported it. 
Please cancel this order. If this is not done I must 
asume that there is no more confidence in my person. 
Please take somebody else. ihe same night an answer 
arrived stating that your application has been approved 
and another YVommander in Chief will arrive. Hitler him- 
self flew down there, that is to say, towards the Azog 
Sea and convinced himself that we were correct with our 
repats and that his wder was wonge He flew back and 
had a conversation with me at Poltava., He regretted his 
decision in a certain way to have sent me away. We 

quit occupying it six weeks later. +t had represented 
him at the funeral i la Marshal Von Hiechenau and in 


the name of the German people a big Gonation in money 


on the occasion of my birthday and in March 1943 I 


became Commander in Chief West, which was a sign that 
my resignation was not taken the wrong way by him. XX 
I want to repeat that at that time Germany was not as 
yet indanger, under which circumstances I would not 
have taken the step, although later on i contemplated 


doing so several times, 
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Q 4 resignation against the will of Hitler, wuld 
it have been possible at that time? 

A That would ha ve been considered a revolt and nct 
only his own person but also his family would have suffered 
under such a regime of dictatorship. 

Q l only mention this present of money because you 
brought it up yourself. Did you ever touch that money 
or what have you done with it? 

A lt might be of interest if I tell exactly what 
Hitler has given me. At my sixtieth and sixty-fifth birth- 
day, each time I received a snap shot of Hitler in a silver 
frame, each time the same one, and in 1941 for my xx birth- 
day I received the sum of 250,000 marks which I have just 
mentioned. That money was deposited under a special 
account until the collapse and has given me nothing but 
trouble in the payment of interest. For my 50th Military 
Jubilee I received a picture of Field Marshal Moltka, 
painted by Lehmbach, which I have given to a museum, which 


hasn't bem bombed out, and aside from that he gave me 


a pound of coffee which I do not want to mention here. 


Q I want to ask another question which I forgot 
originally. How old are you, “ield “arshal? 
A Seventy and a half. 


DR. LATERNSERs I have no further questions. 
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CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY DR. KEMPNER? 

B You have just mentioned Field Marshal Moltke, 
was “ijeld Marshal Moltke one of your historical military 
examples in the goal old Prussian tradition? 

A Yes, not only on account of his great knowledge 


but also on account of his great modesty. 
& y 


Q You probably have read the book of Field 
your 
Marshal Moltke during/years of military education, is 


that so? 

A Yes. 

Q Is it correct that other military writers like 
Frederick William, the First, and others, are knowm to 
you? 

A Generally speaking I am not a good friend 
of military writers. I prefer novels, preferrably 
detective ones. 

Q Do you want to say by that you have not studied 
the military history of RK Prussian Germany? 

A No, I just want tosay I did næ read the Ea- 
tremendous military literature that is available. 

Q Do you agree with the slogan of the Prussian 
General Staff which is usually presented to the officers, 
saying an officer owes nobody obedience if it goes 


against honor? 
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A This slogan is unknown to me. The only one I 


know is that a General Staff Officer has to be more than 


he sees, Offas, 


Q Now that you know it, do youagree with this 
slogan of William frederick, the First? 

A No, 

Q Do youagree with the words of General Field 
Marshal Von Moltke, do you agree with the slogan that an 
officer has an entirely different r esponsibility before 
God and his Fatherland than just to his Superic ? 

DR. LATERNSER: I object to this sort of a 
question because it doe s not concern facts but more an 
opinion of the witness? 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY:  I—understané [t is a perniss- 
ible question, 

WITNESS: I have given an oath here and I won't 
let anybody take me under examination. I am not a recruit 
here, 

DR. KEMPNER:? Court 

EXKXXEXXXXERKIXX: Will the/Xxzkmxmxmkmr advise 
him he is a witness and has to answer questions under cross 
examination? 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Will you please instruct the 
witness if it is within his knowle dge he is supposed to 


answer questions that are put to him. 
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BY DR. KEMPNER: 

Q I am going torepeat the question to the witness, if 
a general officer has any other responsibility s side from 
the onebefore his God and Fatherland? 

A I am of the same opinion as Xë Field “arshal 
Von Moltke, one is responsible for one's doings before God 
and his Fatherland. 

Q When Hitler came into power in 1955 did you we k 
for it because you thought the army would come int it's 
own? 

A We couldn't know that at that time. We were 
only concerned with the e quality according to the Geneva 
convention or international lA w or wha tever youwant to 
call it. If Hitler ever brought us that we were glad 
about that. Why, I told you here yesterday. 

Q Did you believe that Hitler could achieve that 
better than the Government bef e him? 

DR. LATERNSER: I again object to this question 
because again no fact is being stated, but the opinion 


of the witness is being asked. 


THE WITNESS: I am only too gbad to answer 


the que stione 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Yes, please answer the 


que stione 
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A In my opinion, the matter of equal rights could only depend on 
the way of negotistions, 

Q Were you in accord with the verious theories mf that Hitler pro- 
claimed? I mention one - the racial theory. 

A Nonsense, you only have to look at the German rece. 

Q The theory of "Living Space?" 

A The only wish we had was to gain our colonies and for enterprising 


people to have an opportunity again. 


l ^ 
y^ Q Were you also agsinst the a co» theory of Hitler concerning 


the eastern zone? 

A We had enough living spece, the only thing we wanted vas the 
corridor connecting us with the Eawtern Prussian zone. 

* Q How was it possible that you participated in the action against 
Ze Czecho—Slovakia, Russia and Pland? 

A I ama soldier. I have given my oath to my country, irrespective 
of who is head of the countryand irrespective of political reasons as 
the Englishman says, "Right or wrong my country." 

Q Were you never in conflict with the things which we talked about 
previously on one side and the aggressive purposes of Hitler on the 
other side! 

A Absolutely, I have never carried such a burden. That I heve to 
give to Hitler, 

Q Im the main proceedings here, the defendant Schacht has stated as 

if 


a witness thet/a man has broken his oath to us, we do not have to keep 


our oath to him. Do you concur with that opinion? 


A I do not know what Mr. Schacht meant. Who broke the oath? 
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Q Schacht meant thet Hitler broke the oath after he attacked 
Czecho-Slovakia. 

A In my opinion, he never gave an oath in that connection. 

2 At that time he swore before the German people, "I have no 
further territorial aims," 

A I cannot give any answer to that question. I am e soldier 
and just because someone else is a ecoundel does not mean that everyone 
else has to be one also, 

Q When this scoundel is your superior, what is your attitude then? 

A That question I refuse to answer, 

Q That is what I thought. Did you egree with everything that 
Hitler ordered as commander? 

A No, f 

Q With what things did you not agree for example? 

A On the whole I have expressed myself previously on that. I 
thought the Stahlingrad campaign a pure insanity and with the available 
forces we hed it was an insanity. There are other examples, 

AQ But you are still of the opinion that you had to follow hin 
anyway? 

A Yes and as I said before it became very, very difficult, 

Q You said before that the people concerned in the 20th of July 
incident, because they did not ob ey were criminals, is that correct? 

A I am afraid you misunderstood me somewhat. If there had been 
a possibility at that time to end the war, but there was not and an 


attack at that time would have caused chaos, The two armies in existance 
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would not hawe been able to keep order in Germany or on any front, 
Q According to your ideas, did the people involved have any 
idealistic motives? 
A Evidently they had, as I know quite a number of them, nevcrthe- 
less I consider it clear stupidity. 
Q Were you sitting as judge over them and helped remove them 
from the German army? 
court 
A The honor sås to which I belong, although I was not on active 
duty any more, had made the possibility of giving sentence over these 
people irrespective of who was sentenced or declared not guilty. 
Q Could they remain in or enter the ermy? 
A This sentence from the court had only two possibilities either 
` for hard labor or the death penalty. We, as the judge, for military 
purposes had to insist on their removal from the army. If there was 
a possbbility that & person was declared not guilty, then he would only 
be dismissed from the army and at the end of the trial, he could be 
reinstated. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: We will have a short recess. 
a oj sj IOI je e ojo IOI tong tok E 
FOLLOWING RECESS, 
BY MR. RAPP}; 
Q Mey I ask questions on the Polish corridor? I would like to 
ask some questions about the historical background during the period 


you 
from 1933, Yesterday in your testimony/were ques tioned on the Alsace. 


Lorraine situation. I would like to ask you about the situation at 


that time in the east. Ië it not a fact that the question of the 
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Polish Corridor, Danzig and Silesia constituted a question of paramount 
importance? Durigg that meeting in August of 1933 in Upper Salsburg, 
did not the Fuehrer inform you that an action was contemplated egainst 
Poland, Did the Fuehrer inform you that an action wae contemplated 
against Poland? Did the Fuehrer inform you st that time he wae still 
attempting to solve that question in a peaceful way? Is that correct? 

A Yes, that is correct. We were still all hoping it would be 
another one of the compromizes that were mede in 1938. If you relinquish 
the corridor - alright. 

Q The aim that the Fuehrer had in mind was quite po»u'ar among 
the Generals, Is that correct? , 

A That is correct, but I want to point out that this has no conmecthon 
with the gaining of living space, it was not to gain »dóitional territory, 
but to regain old German territory. I have been asked in that connection 


by my German counsel, 


Q I heve never touched on that question. 


A I just wanted te avoid having my previous statement confused 
9. 


with the question of a snout 
Q One could therefore say that the regaining of former Gemman ter- 
ritory had become a question of honor for you. 
A Yes, one could say that if necessary. I want to deny that for 
my purposes it was made a question that had to be solved by war. 
Q Why not? 
A Because I am of the opinion it could be solved in a peaceful way 
if sense was being used, In my opinion, the old gentleman and the municipal 


mayor of Poland,Mr, Beck, would have consented to such e policy. 
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Q Another fact, which I would like to make clear before asking any 
further questions. Did the Fuehrer explain to you which things did not go 
eccording to schedule? 

A Yes, if by that you mean the operational precautions. In that case 
it is correct. 

Q That is what I mean. 

A Yes. 

Q Did the Fuehrer tell you that Poland could be seized in a single 
operation? 

A I think the Polish war could have been isolated. As far as I know 
the Fuehrer did not count on interferance by the western powers because of 


a waBr-like conflict with Poland. 


Q Then for the reason which we just stated the P | campaign could 


be considered as a popular one with the Generals? 
Á MR. LATERNSER: I object to that question because the witness is 


being asked for judgment or an opinion. I would like to have the questians 
limited to a statement of facts. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Whether the-fact—+ket the Polish campaign was 

popular with the Generals seems to be & matter of fact and not of opinion. 

A No campaign was popular with us and that goes for the Polish 
campaign also, After the campaign in the Sudetenland, which means the 
"flower" war, the German noputatton might have worked out a similar 
campaign against Poland. 

Q Witness aside from the. fact whether the war in general was populzr 


or not, I would like to find out if the matters about which I am now &skigg 
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you are facts. Through the te king over of power by National Socialism, 


the Wehrmacht was able to be increased numerically, is that correct? 

A Yes that is correct, 

Q Through the National Socelists, the question of the Polish 
corridor and Danzig was put more and more in front of the eyes of 
the German people? 

A Yes, that is correct, 

Q Another fact I would Like to have obtained, Hitler stated 
after the Czecho-Slovakian and Prague campaigns that he had no further 
territorial claims? 

A Yes, that is a fact, 

Q There are three facts, which have been discussed, (1) the 
military ineréase in the number of the Wehrmacht, (2) the increasing 
propaganda concerning the Polieh Corridor and Danzig territory and 
(3) the contradictory statements of Hitler. Now, what reason did 
you have to believe thst the Polish question could be settled peace- 
fully in spite of the aforegoinz facts? 

A On account of the Russian-German pact, which Hitler negotiated. 
We believed that there would be sufficient Pressure exerted on Poland 
to permit us to solve that question peacefully rather than by means of 
war, 

BY DR, KEMPNER: 

Q Do you agree with me witness that the aggressive war against 

Russia was an atteck? 


A Expressed in military terms, it was a preventive war - that 
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means to get ahead on an attack on one side, 
Q Do you agree with me and consider the march into Ceecho- 
Slovakia an attack? 
A If you mean the one in 1939, I agree with you. It was mxrmmÉ 
rejected by many circles at that time as a breach of the Munich agreement. 
Q Were you among those people about whom you ere talking? 
A I was not in service at that time and therefore could have 
a private opinion like any private citizen. 
Q Was thet you opinion at that time? 
A Yes and it is still my opinion today. 
Q Do you comsider the march into Denmark and Norway aleo as an 
attack and an aggressive war? 

MR. LATERNSER; I regret to interrupt again, however, the 
question of whether the march into Denway and Norway wae an aggressive 
war is an opinion. This is a judicial question and not a question 
concerning facts, TU Tee a i af A. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: The eed of smísggressive warfare is 
a question for the military, is it not. Ana ^ RH in military 
affairs should be able to answer it. 

MR, LATERNSER: Yes as long as the question is purely on a 
military matter, but the question as it is asked is not a military 
question. 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: The witness just answered the question 


that the campaign against Czeého-Slovakia was a military attack, 


o x) ie NOS n 
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MR. LATERNSER; Just because I did not make an objection toa 
previous question does not mean that I cannot object to the following 
question, 

CAPTAIN TUSRIDY: The witness may answer, 

A If it is a fact, I am not sure, The march into Norway was a 
preventive war, but I am just e simple soldier end not a lawyer. My 
opinion way be wrong, but I em just a simple soldier. 

Q ies the entry into Belgium end Holland an agreesive war or not? 

A No, The neutrality of Belgium had already been violated by 
the British, This is gust another question of preventive war. If we 
had not marched, the enemy would be in the Ruhr. 

Q Is it known to the witness thet the SD and similer organizations 
under Himmler created incidents -t the Polish corridor so that the time 


would come to take messures? 


A I don't know anything about that, 
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Yesterday, during the direct examination, you spoke &bout defensive 


measures which had already been taken during the years of 1952, 1934 and 1935. 


Is that correct? 

A Before the recapture of the eastern territory no such measures could be 
undertaken, In the Bast there was the Heilsberger Triangle, In the Pomeranian 
position or in the Sector Oder-'arthe Bend and eastern frontier 
weak defensive positions against FmXxmx Polish attacks existed. 

You spoke about maneuvers on the German side against attack 
might come from Denmark, Poland and Ozechoslovakia, is that correct? 

YeSe 

You spoke about Denmark, Czecho slovakia and in terms of enemy 
powers, How was that possible at that time. 

Werything that was lying around us, that is «round Germany, was hostile 
against us with the possible exception of Switzerland. Even Austria could be 
considered as hostile to us. ot we saw towards the end of the last war. 

During the last war neither Holland, Denmark or witzerland were enemy 
powers, How could 

have not spoken about Holland or enmark although Denmark had 
friendly attitude towards us. You are mistaken there. During the la: 
lost half of the province of Schleswig-Holstein to Denmark. 

las Denmark an enemy of Germany during the last wa was it neutral’ 

Neutral, but ux£ixux unfriendly neutral, which in essence is the 

During the years of 1933, 1934 or 1925 did you actually fea 
on the part of Denmark, Poland, Czechoslovakia or any of the other countries? 

le always expected an attack on the vert of Czechoslovakia for the re- 


E 


caining of Silesia. side fran tha 1 these maneuvers, 
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elthough they were not part of the regular army? 

That must have been in an earlier period when so-called Blac: 
Reichswehr existed that was under Seeck. When we created a short time 
program that does not mean that we re-armed. Ve needed people for our 
fortifications but that still does not imply a rearmament program. 
additional infantry, artillery or cavalr gimer ated at 


a fact that during 1933 and 1935 you participated i 


of so-called police regiments which in fact were nothing but 


ny such inspections. Í h regiments had 
existed those inspections would have been made by divisional mmanders under 
whose jurisdiction they were to come. 
after the proclamation of military sovereignty was 
made, and ten thousanis of soldiers existed all of a sudden — did you subsecuently 
hear how that has been achieved? 
The entire training that took place at that time was very pitiful. It 
could in no way be compared to what we had in 1914. If you give us a 
boy, a uniform, and train him for one or two weeks, he 
soldier. 
Now something else. Did you hear that on the 30th of June 1954, 
Schleicher was assassinated - murdered? 
Yes. 
By whom was General Schleicher murdered, 
The mmes of those people I do not know, 


a) 


Was it know to you thet Schleicher and the others had been murdered by 


order of Hitler and Company? 
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A No. I did not know that. I only know it took place in connection with 
z ^ D my 
the Roehm Putsch. I myself armed ky orderly, my driver and my servant with 
e sti aG © Eg r ^r z | ] 
ammunition, so as to be prepared for any eventual attack on my own person. 


j __ threatened 
How could you serve a regime which ximarcket the life of even you, a 


general, and which dared to check on your own telephone conversations’ 
First of all, during that time the old Field Marshal and Reichs President, 
Hindenburg, was still alive. 
Didn't you know that Hindenburg was an old man and 
at that particular time any more end that Hitler and 
reigning? 
imi Hindenburg, who was over eighty already at 
active. As far as the supervision of t telephone 
. laughed about because it was just & matte: jum: with us. 
just said, "Well, it's just another one of those pigs on the line. 


I did not serve the regime or 
served my Fatherland, 
O If the old Hindenburg was still as active as you say, why did you not go 
there and complain that your om 
precautionary 
laughed if I had come to him with such a complaint, 
was not afraid of such people, 
You said just now that you were not afraid but earlier you said that if 
one wanted to resign from ones position not only ones person but also ones 
family would be threatened, How do you bring those two facts together’ 


I hope that from what I mve said nobody will make the accusation of 


cowardice to me, otherwise I would ha > ask to protect me in that direction. 


Hitler had innumerable occasions where he could have shot me. I hope that 59 
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Will close this matter, 
I have no more questions. f app has two or three 
additional questions e 
itness, you were Commi nder-in-Chief of 


when the Military Sovereignty was declared in 


capitol of Germ: and if should be the c 

quences i ermany are unthinkable. 

Yet y as Commander-in-Chief for the defense of Berlin, only heard 

tary sovereignty by way of radio ead of through military 

channel s? 

First of all I was not just 
the entire eastern frontier meaning from the Baltic to the 
that all these matters were kept so secret from everybody 


quite understandable that I should only have heard about 
and through that channel. It did not make any difference 
whether I heard about this military sovereignty siz 


me it was a great deal more important if somebody said "Here, you have six 


divisions more." If upon the question "When can I expect them?" I would be 
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told two years later, I would have said "Thank you, that is all T want to know," 


I do not want to make a joke here witness, but was the fact that you 


have been made Commander-in-Chief of Group Command I also kept secret from yourse 


I object to the cuestion, It has no sense. 


The cuestion is unnecessary. 


pn 
Ls 
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I would be only too glad to answer that cuestion. I was in that 
from 1932 until I finally asked Hitler to release me from that job to 
Before the announcement of that military sovereignty I, as Commander of Group I 
was not aware that there was also a Croup Command III in Dresdent and a Croup 
Command IV in Leipzig. 
I want to ask you one last estic To whom did you give your oath 
before Hitler - to the Weimar Republic or to Hindenburg personally: 
My first oath I gave to President Ebert which means, in other words, to 
the Weimar Republic of which he was the first president. 
gave my second oath to ihe XmXmibXxxxid Field Marsli 
Hindenburg, and my third oath to Hitler in 1934 who, through the 
Field Marshal Hindenburg became his successor. To go back much before 
time, to be exact in 1892, I gave : irst oat! old Kaiser, 
became a woldier, 


I have no further cuestions. 


(The Commission adjourned until PO June 1946 at 1000 hours.) 
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The foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony 
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eee L TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE OF 
ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN DEFORE A COMMISSION APPOINTED 
BY THE INTERNATION AL MILITARY TRIEUNAL PURSUANT TO 
PARAGRAPH hy OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIDUNAL DATED 13 
MARCH 1916, 
19 June 19,6 
TST 3 DLL HET 
Capt. Joseph Tubridy — 
De Xm Ws 
FIELD MARSHAL VON RUNDSTEDT, a witness, took the stand and tes tified as 
follows s 


DIRECT EXAMT NATION — Resumed 


CAPT, TUBRIDY : You are reminded that you are still under oath, 
y" 


BY DR, LATERNSER $ 
Q When and how did you learn of the intention to occupy the Rhineland ? 
À I heard of the oceupa^lon of the Rhineland over the radio after it had 
already taken place, 
Q Were you, at that tin ne, Commander in Chie 
A Yese 
And you were present in Derlin at that time ? 
Yese 


Do you know what the attitude or opinion was of the Commander in Chief 


Army and the Minister of War at that time concerning the occupation of 
y : I 


A I heard later of a conference that took place in February, 1938, in 
the presence of Hitler concerninz the von Fritsch affair, That was the time 
when Hitler stated in very indignant and no uncertain terms that he Minister 
of War and the Commander in Chief of the Army had, : at time, opposed the 
occupation of the Rhineland and had moreover demanded that the troops be with- 
drawn across the Rhine because of the threatening attitude France was beginning 
to take. On the very Same occasion Hitler was also inc lignant over tho fact 
that the Commander in Chief of the Army had opposed the increase of the Wohr- 
macht to 36 divisions, and that they had only been increased to this number 
because Hitler himself had pressed the point and insisted upon the increase, 

Q During your personal interview with Hitler, did you also speak of the 


Succession to the Commander in Chief of the Army's position in caso it should 
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be vacated ? 

å Yes, Hitler sugzested several different generals as possible success- 
ors of Fritsche The first name he mentioned was General von Reichenau, I 
answered that General von Reichenau was not fit to be the Commander in Chief 
of the Army for reasons which Hitler probably knew himself, I was then asked 
for an opinion on Brauchitsch and I answered that Brauchitsch was a very 
efficient officer and well liked ana esteemed by the Army, 

Q For what reason were the higher officers in the German Army opposed 
to Von Heichenau'!s appointment at that time ? 

Q We older officers considered Reichenau too much of a Nazi General, He 
is dead and it is embarrassing for me to have to say this but I am under oath, 

Q I should now like to ask some questions as to whether the higher Nazi 
leaders had any political influence that led to the annexation of the terri- 
tories. Just one preliminary question, Was the German nation prepared for war 
in the year 1938 to 1939 ? 

À The German Army, especially so far as the infantry was concer ned,could 
in no way be compared to the Army of the year 1914. Rearmament had taken 
place at far too great a speed and contrary to the advice of the hicher leader~ 


ship groupe One should never forget that we had no trained reserves at all to 


bring the Army up to this numbere In my own personal opinion, we also did not 


have sufficient numbers of cavalry troops, and the cavalry was absolutely 
necessary in case of a war in the Eas 5e 

Q What about heavy arns ? 

À There was a sufficient number of heavy arms but training with tanks, 
for example, takes a very long time and until the outbreak of the war, the 
troops did not learn how to operate them correctly, 

Q As you have probably learned in the meantime » 4 conference took place 
on the 5th of November, 1937, between Hitler and the Chiefs of the different 
Wehmacht armies in which Hitler exposed his future plans to his commanders in 
chief, What position did you hold in November, 1937, and where wore you 
stationed ? 

A I was still Comander in Chief of the Army group Berlin, 

Q Were you informed at that time of the results of this meeting by the 


Commander in Chief of the Army ? 
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À Noy although I had very close personal relationships with General 


Fritsch he never once mentioned this meeting to moe, 
Q Did you, after this tino —— that is} after November 1937 and later on-- 
receive any orders that deviated from those orders that you had received 


previously and that aroused your attention ? 
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A No, only that General von Fritsch said in regard to the speed witt 
which roarnanont was taking place "We higher commanders should concern ourselves 
personally with the training of the smaller arny groups," This roally wos not 
our concern but the concern of the Lower corwianders. Then General von Fritsch 
tricd everything within his means to alloviate this speeding 
y Hitler. 

Q Witness, did this ordo nat you voro to concern yourself with th 
sualler units arouse your particular a oin? Did you think anything of it 
or did you trouble yourself about it 

A No, it only confirned 
had to coneorn themselves with the training of eve: 1e Si st units and = roup 
We did not, because of this order, thi 


Qt Did the high nilitary comand have ony chance to express their 


v 


LI 


opinions concerning political decisions in which the Wehrnacht wes to have a par 


m ga $ ^ (1*1 2 X44 ne =} eM 
Commander in Chicf and the Minister 


that before any 
informed 
did amy possibility cxist during these conferences to have any 
aiticate, moderate o c chanzo thon? 
acetings werc not really conferences, but a so-called 
this tern t was not at all possible 
ly Grave objections Wo were only able to 
atvers where tactics, for oxauplo, voro concerned, if wo were of tho oninion 
sidered military nonsensc. 
n within the izchrnacht 
termed a council of war? 
A No, and there never iw 
since the year 1700. This would undermine 
Q The prosecution has submitted 


1 


Noe 537, givon by General Blaskowitz. 


Y 


his affidavit. I shall read the last paragraph: 


> ? L dude 
"During the Polish campaign, especially during the fichti 
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Kutno, I was repea 1tedly in contact with tho Commander in Chief of tho Arny, and 
the Fuchrcr, visited ny hoadousrtors.! 
omit one sentence and quoto 

"Indeed, tk military f£ commanders 
O.K,.H, within their sphere so that thc offices tha 
Sketch comprise that rr ip that was tho acti 
the Gorman Wehrnacht." 

any such advisory circ 


affidavit? 


an advisory circle existe 1, it is 
of course naturel that tho Comander in Chicf of the 
the different Army groups 
nonentous or important 
in ordcr 
of an Army or Army 
tack, for his cpinion 
advice fron 
askowitz could have meant i 
ther thing, the 
and not by Hitlor. At that time he would not have dared t interfere vith us. 
ufficicnt? 
Q Yes, that is. 
I should like to a 
of havinz viven 
moant,. 


ry 


Q If I understood you correctly, thon these so-called consultations 


were only advisory nectings concerning tho oxceution of : military 


one might compare 


or consults 


When and how did yow lcarn of the intention to invac 


I learned of tho Aus trion invasion only after it had been 


n" 
O 
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accomplished, 


Q An interacdiary questior j you also in Berlin at that tine? 


A st wan in this. At this time, it must have been 
around the 10th of ii hy I was on an official inspeetion tour of recruiting 
Ponmerania or Mecholnbi ' 1 don't remember exactly, 
1 to proceed to Breslau ir 
of von Brauchitsch on the 
f the founding of the Ivory ‘oss because von Brauchitsch had 
a different placc. ras at Breslau that I 
invasion of Austria which had taken place on the previous day. 
in Borlin I probably would have been informed just as late as 


intention to invade Austria. 


Q Had you learned of any plans to invade Austria bof 


Lic. 


A Noe 
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Qe Do you know what position the Commander in Chief of the Army and the 
Chief of the General Staff held when "itler anncunced his inteation, in 
May 1938, to solve the Sudeten question ? 

Ae Yes. A conference took place in General von Brauchitschts office in 
Berlin, On this occasion the Chief of the General Staff who was Beck at 
that time road a memorandum which contained a warning not to take this 
for such a small part. of the Sudeten territory and risk a way 
cur very poor military and armed preparations. 

Special reference was made t the very strong armed : potentialities 
of the Ynited States,and cf which it was efid that this potentiality could 
also become effective against us withovt America actually entering into 
the war. A warning was expressed against a war which seemed hopelesse 
Brauchitsch then said tc 

"If anyone of you gentlemen is of a different opinion, I wish you 


express it and tell me so ause ~ should like tc once more warn Hitler 


l; 


of this stepe 
» 


All of us were unanimously of the same opinion. 
memorandum was later referred to Hitler and the result 
, Beck was thrown out of office, 
"hat was the circle to which this memorandum was read at that time 
Ae So far as I rememti.r, in the presence of the majorit of the comman- 
ding generals. I don't know exactly, however, 
Qe “nd the commanding generals who were present were of the same opinion 
as that expressed in the memorandum ? 
Ae Yes, even General von Reichenau, a fact which surprised me. General 
von Neb was alsc present, and he is also here in prison, 

Qe Did the higher military leaders count on Hitlór?s decla aration after 
the Munich agreement that he had no further aspirations tc any other terri- 
tory or did they think that he would try to get the rest of Czechos ovakia 

Ae We believed that at last this nightmare had been taken from the Gor- 
man people and its military leacors. I can add the fc llowing from my own 


memorye 
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When my Army entered the frc.d Sudetenland, Hitler was_yresent ono 
day and told me, "I fecl as frec and carofree as I have never felt before, 
As I have rarely felte" From this statement, I also drew the conclusion that 
the affair was settled, 

Qe When did you first learn of any concrete intentions of Hitler to solve 
the Corridor question ? 
Ae I remember that once in former years, I do not remember which year, it 
Was, Hitler once stated in connection with the Corridor questione "The 
Corridor question is a matter of money so that it is not worth any war." of 
the possibility that this Corridor question might lead to an armed conflict 
with Poland I learned for the first time in May, 1939. I was nc longer 
in office at that time but I was ordered to come to Berlin because in ease 
of a conflict I was to take command of an army group and the orders connec- 
ted with such a command were issucd in Berlin, But, I was told at that time 
that that was only in case a war tsecame necessary, 

Qe I should like to refer again to affidavit N e 5 of General von 
Blaskowitz, USA Exhibit No, 537, I quote the following: 

"Since 1919 and especially since 1924, three esse 
questions took on Germany's attentione These questions concerned the Polish 
Corridor, the Saar and Ruhr districts, and the Memel districte! 

In paragraph two, Blaskowitz goi on to says 

"As long as the entire staff of German front officers believes that of 
these three questions, the question concerning the Polish Gorridor is 
cially important then it will one day have to bc solved by armed Stops if 
necessary. About 90% of the German people share this opinion with the offi- 
cers concerning the Polish question," 

I want to ask you now, whether this statement by General von Blaskowit: 
is right, that is, whether the opinion was expressed by the officers of the 
German Officers Staff that the Polish question would have to be solved, if 
necessary, by armed force ? 

Ae I cannot give information as t. this fact. As I said beforo, the be- 
always expressed that the Corridor question could be solved peace- 
à monetary settlement for example, but not by armed force. But of 


course the fact that one day the Corridor would have to disappear was also 


expressed, It may, of course, be thought that General von Blaskowitz, who 


"AC 
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was the Commander in "hief of Moravia and whe had the Corridor, so to speak, 


at his very front door, had a more severe opinion concerning the question 
than we did who were in other parts of the Reiche 

Qe Do you know anything about the fact that in the year 1938 fortification 
work was being carried out along the German Eastern front ? 

Ae Yes, for ^ myself was responsible for the German Frontier Sector from 
the Baltic Sea down to the Danube, and if a Polish attack had to be counted 
on at any time, especially against Pommerania and Frankfurt on the Oder, 
which is not very far from Berlin and also to Upper Silesia, it was advisabl 


to put up preventive fortifications e 
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AS Connandor-in-Chiof, I thought more and nore of o= 

fonsivo measures, ro was a small group of fortifications in 
the contor of East Prussia, tho so-called Heilsberger Triangle, 
in case Poland and Lithuania wanted to occupy the province of Fast 
Prussia, 

Q Who ordered tho building of these frontier fortifications: 

A Our higher superior nilitary offices, 

Q What inpression did this order make on 
tary leaders? 

A Tho noasuro was absolutely sonsiblo and ncoossary. 
I tostifiod yestorcay, wo wore prepared and expected anything 
tho part of the Poles, and those fortifications mace tho possi 
of defense essential and gave us also tho possibility of saving 
certain troops for sort of a counter attack. 

If, for oxanplo, the Poles advaneoád in tho district of Frankfu: 
on tho Odcr and throatonod Borlin, thon an attack that was 
Berghof on tho flank of tho Polos might bo successful undor tho 
prot« ion of these fortifications. 

) Do you know if boforo May 1939 -- you just nontionoü that 
a nilitery plan oxistod for an attack on Poland? 

A I dao not know anything of this and I assuno that this 
wes tho first phan, 


Q 


v 


I shall now turn to Hitler's address dolivcrod at Berghof 
on the 22nd of August, 1939. Did you, at that tinc, by reason of 
this conference, have the impression that now war with roland was 
unavoidablo? 

A No, I should alnost like to say on the contrary, During 
this eonforonco on tho Borghof, Forcign Ministor Von Ribbentrop an- 
nounced that ho would be absent in order to fly to Moscow to noot 
Molotov there, his troaty nado us, the old soldiors, vory happy 
and satisficd us very much. Good relations with Russia wag consi- 
dered vory inportant within tho Reich's sphere, 


Official dclegations of officers fron Russia and fron Gornany 


visited one another, This pact with Russia meant a very big throat 


mpm 
57 
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to Poland and wo now boliovod that Poland would not dare to wage 
War, | We left tho Borchof focling that now tho war that was going 
to take placo was going to bo a flower war, tho sano as it had 
boon in 1958 in tho Sudotonland. Wo wore Strengthened in our opin- 
ion that war would bo avoidod by tho fact that on tho ovo cf tho 
troop concentration, all noverents wore Suddenly stopped. Such 
Stops also took place before tho invasion of tho Suíiotoniand, and 
thorcforo wo thou iit a now peace action was afoot, Mussolini's 


nano was uontionod in this connection, 


Q, Aftor you loft tho Berghof on 22 August 1939, did you 


Speak with any of tho other Commanders in Chiof after tho conference 
as to the impression it loft on then? 

A Not so fer as I remonber. I left the Berghof together 
with my Chief of Staff and drovo with hin by car to ny headquarters 
in Neisse. 

Q When did you learn of the intention to occupy Norway? 

A The fact that tho occupation had boon carriod 
tho first official infornation wo rocoivod throuch 
nels. In this connection I should like to mention 
of the ycar 1939, This order Stated that no officer and no 

informed of any nilitary operation to any srcator o 
than absolutely necessary, and if informed at all, as little as 
possible. This order had to bo posted on the wail of cvory offico 
and every burcau4 This lcd to tho fact that before the French 
Campaign I, nysclf, did not know exactly what mission ny right 
neighbor had beon entrusted with. 

Q What was your opinion concerning the attack 
powers and please nontion also your opinion concerning 
tions of noutrality of Bolgiun, Luxembourg and the Netherlands? 

À During the Polish campaign wo were surprised that our ve ry 
small troops were not attackod by the French in the West, Morcover, 
the opinion concerning the neutrality of Belgium and the Netherlands 
was very much doubtod within tho higher military circles. we wero 


informed of this fact when my Arny group was transferred to tho vost 
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Tuc so-called West Wall, tho Sicgfricd Lino, that protected 
Gcrnany's bordors stopped sonowhoro in tho vicinity of Aix la 
Chapollo, anà furthor to tho North the approach for an attack on 
the Rhine and the Ruhr territor:” was practically open to tho onony. 
Higher authoritios boliovod that if anyone intondod to attack, 
they would not attack tho fortification, but zo by the round about 
route to tho North, I:.oroforo, first a sort of defensivo troop 
concentration was planned up at the top and beyond tho Ri.inc, and 
probably carricd out, My Ariy croup was stationcd near Coblons 
on oithor side of tho Mosollo. 

Q Wiat was the attitude of tho Commander in Chiof of tho 
arny, Von Brauchitsch, concerning tho “estern offensive? 

A I do not know exactly, but he probably sharcd tho opinion 

hat the others held, and that is, why wage an offensive war, why 
not wait untik the others attack? You nicht perhaps ask hin bo- 
cause ho is at hand. I don't know about this. 
his the most popular ana widespread opinion within 
the circles of tho higher nilitery leaders? 
A Within ny arny Group, that is the Aray Group to which I 


could testify, we wore of the Opinion that f God's sake, no of- 


fonsivo war during the wintor, 
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When did you learn of Hitler*s decision to invade Yugoslavia and 


Greece? 
4 Only after the invasion hed been accomplished and through the fact 
that ouf troops had been concentrated in Rumania and Bulgaria late in the 
194i. Of courss, we also did not know what wasintenced heree 
“nd of the invision of Yugoslavia and Greece? 
Through the accomplished facte 
{vou learn for the first time of Hitler's intention tc 
Rus sia? 
In ths course af the winter of 1940 and 19hle A plan had been 
worked out by the Commanitey in Chicf of the Army, as I later found out, from 
higher orders according to which a war with Russia woul 


23 


and that it was best to -repars for the possib 


Finland and tne Zaltic countries had been 


decision to attack Russia wis, I belicve, told to us on the occasion 
Fuchrer conference in Berlin in Ma 9h ihe cther pvreparstions that 
I mentioned just now were 4 tiec paratory end prccauticnzry stops. 
9 What do you mean by precautionary 
I mean, suppositions and sug 
out if the 
De you man these preparations were being carried out for a 
case that might take place sometime in the future? 
Yes, that is what I wanted to say. f anyone counts 
attack cithor im the near future o amore cista at thon he và ll 
make certain preparations and considerations and meditate on thi and these 
are the soecalled precautionary measures that I spoke of The matter of 
special methods. 
u think of an 5ttack launched by -ermany ageinst the 
Soviet Union? 
I mut say that all of us shared a certain fear concerning such 
an attack for we hac all been very glad when the Treaty or Fact with Russia 
had been signed. I myse ad spent four years in Russia durin: tho first 


‘yw the Russian wells; I know how brave he iss; I know his 


strength and I also know that terrain. that is impossible for us to conquer 
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I should also like to scd that the 
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as a warning torche No bock has been 
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the Folish-sussian Frontier was not hard, 
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e rer 


l055 





TMI 


19 J Ac: 19h 5-DIR-3 0963-0078 


by tankcs or armored vehicles, was terrific. .&4 great number of now airports 
were im tho border arca; a great number of armored troop training points 


were found in the bordcr areas a number of new streets, perfectly poo 


streets in vory bad territory, which hac not been marked on cur eords, were 


found through air p icturos,. The Russian maps that we captured from time 
to timc went far into Silesciae That is 2bout the most important. 
Q I would like t ou now a few gue | concerning one 
min points of the Frosecution which stated that tho militcry leade 


4.3 


"inning of the war decided that they woul fisht this war on 2 


against tho past rules anc 
That is nct the e2so. I cm swear that with a holy cathe Just 
the opirositee ust before the beginning of the offensive we werc told by 
Hitler at hj ield heacquerters concerning Russian 
which, to 
war hact to be fougt ard an ugh because the Russian v^s toc rough and he 


would Ligt . rough anc hard wa ihe Commisss 


fore was 
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Jas that the opinion that Hitler gave you? 

Those were his statementse We were very surprised at this but 
we supposed that Hitler, before he gave any orders concernin ig the Intornation- 
al rights, would rot informed personally with these International Rights. - 
After this discussion we spontaneously went up to Brauchitsch and told him that 
a thing like that was not allowed to happen. We told him thet we 
do it nor would we allow our troops to do it. ‘“hereupon Brauchitsch, who was 


of the same opinion, stated that he would d ) have this order 


rescinded. We drove away and my Command 3 ic iid at "ie just 


E $ : è " ^ 
won t do it." I know that this opinion was carried throurh to tho lowest 


groups. No case was ever reported to me where the troops ever carried out 
this ordere Shortly after there was a very strong order from 3rauchitsch 
ordori: he troops to fight thc war according to the International 
That was considered by us to be a quiet repudiation of tho Fuehrorfs order. 
Later on, I was not East any móre at that time, I heard that this ordor was 
then rescin Y > Bast I want to point out especially that the hard 
e hardefighting Russians was harder than that against the 
soft French but that it was carried out on a bas of International Rights 
ond Rules. 
Q I have a few furthcr questions concerning your 
mecting at which Hitler presontod tho soecalled Cormissar Decree, about when 
did that t 
May or June 
mat I want to know is t is-- did 
as ususl make his speech and thon immediately leave the roomy or 
romain and talk to the various Commanding Chiefs? 
If I remember correctly he disappeared like a flash andall of us 
wont to Brauchitsch and told him that this just could not be dono, 
Q Do you know of any especially energetic protests by the various 
commanderseinechief against this order which had been given to you verbally? 
A I heard that Fiold Marshal von Kluge, who at that time was in charge 
of an army, 2 very impulsive gentleman, madé a most emphatic protost concerning 


thise 
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Q 


2 


“hat were the contents of Brau 
later, as ConmandereineChief of tho Army, in order to play down the severity of 
the Commissar Order? 

A As I stated before, this was an ordorto firht this wor according 


to the International Rules and Regulations; that the discin | within every 


utfit of the Army concerning this had ti £ e utr and that my 


violations of this order were to be (d severely. Tha ns cbout the 
idea of his order. 
Q What was your opinion concerning the treatment of the enemy Curing 

battle and in case he was captured. 

I do not want to cnswor this question since the answer 

of course, if the person asked is 2 holfwaysdecent officer and 

I want to stato that in former years, when I was instructing recruits 
we taught these recruits concerning the Order: the Geneva 
far as they were concerned, that is, treatment of prisoners, 
of the Red Cross, treatment of wounded vrisone and n and se Rules 


instruction book of 


‘hat wis your action towards the ¢ivilian po of the 
Occupiod Territorios and also tho action of your troons? 
In tho sector whic ommended in FRance there were 
ations betweenthe population and the Armye 
East; while Iwas inthe East t olations betweeh population and írmy were 
good, especially in the Ukraine. T Jkrainian seemex L almost want to say, 
a wormhcartod fellow who dosirod friendkhin and companionship, a fact which I 
know from the last ware I will montion a few s hgle details later cne 
Q Could you give a fow examples? 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: I think we can eliminate sse details, Dr. 
Laternscre 
Q If there was any kind of violation on the : part 
concerning their conduct against civilians, did you enter 
disciplining these men with 211 measures available to you? 


A 


4s an Army Group Commandcr I did not have the power to court martiale 
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However, I know that in the various Armies any kind of violation of these 
actions against tho civilian population were discip 2d before 

martial with the strongest sevoritye The slogan, "Who plunders will bo shot" 
could bo sce" almost everywhere ono wente 


Q Do you know of ay cases where German troops onrriod out reprisals 


6 


: : * 


against unorthodox activitics e activities by the enemy which were not 
according to the International Rights md Rules? 
I cannot remember any such case 
Q Now I would like to ask you a few questions about thc 


D 


Einsotzegrup en, o you know 


dutios, and activi 
not under my 


7 - ^ 1- 4 « - D. ^Y ^ ^ 
command b more ( es ler the co jf Staff Rosenborre 


cil 


DR, KEMPNER: May I interfere with one little remark? I wovli like 
to have a more literal translntion becnus t is very important what the 


i] 


General J"iold Marshal said; therc is onc 


court reporter rond the witness's reply to the last 


questione) 


no TITT 
D: 


te KEMPNER:s I am just a z for a more literal tronslation. 
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prison right now, Halder and Falkenhauseng were one year in Dachau and did not 
have the slirhtest idea of what was going on there, 

Q In the documents which the Prosecution are presenting or have presente 
it is shown that during the battles of 191 in the Russian Campaign, thousands 
of Russian Prisoners of War were supposed to have been killed or Shotecece 
First of all I have a few previous questions, 

A You said "killed" æ probably not the right translation, That should be 
"died". 

Q First a few previous quostions, What did the Army Groups have to do 
with the Prisoner of War system ? 

A  Nothinze We did not have any Quartermaster units and we did not have 
anything to do with the supply and roinforcenonts,. We were purely and oper- 


ational staff, 


Q What dii the Army Commanding Chiefs have to do with prisoners of war = 


tho commanding groups of the army, what did they have to do with the prisoner 
of war system ? 

A Army Groups had nothing to do with prisoners of ware The Armies 
to send any prisonors of war that were captured within their area to the 
areas anc from these rear areas they were transported either to prisoner 
war camps or they were sent further back, 

Q In other words, these Armies had y to concern whemselves with t! 

of war for a short time ? 

A dust to collect them anc send them back as soon 
as the Army Group who collects all of them and sends them as fast as 
towards the rear without any delayse 

Q What were the reasons for the deaths of so many thousands of prisoners 
of war during the fall and winter campaigns in 191 ? 

A There were many roasonse It is true that many of them died of hunger 
and overeexertion during the winter, Ina so-called "kettle battler moaninc 
encirclement battles the troops have no food except what they carry with them 
and they were already pretty nearly starved when that encirclement was comple tec 
The number of prisoners of war amounted sometimes up to hundred thousands and 
sometimes was stronger than tho Army which captured them, The German army was 


very short in supplies and even though trying could not possibly ret onouch 
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food together to supply those poor prisoners of war, In 
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terrible supply conditions existed at that tame, terrible railroad conctitions, 
road conditions which worsened the situation generally. It was trica to rive 
these people things from the fields, like sunflower Seeds, and other thincs 
that they could collects In my opinion one of the main reasons for that mass 
dying was the terri-le winter concitionsy they could not be brought under roofs 
nd had to stay outdoors all that time, That is about what I have tos ay to 
that question, 

Q Have you been able to ascertain that everythinz wa 
Commands concerned to alleviate that particular Situation? 

A I have not been able to ascertain or did not try to ascertain wheth 
things had been done the way they should have been but I am sure that was the 
CASC® 

Q Could you say or could you ascertain that during that Campaircn of 

S themselves, curinz their retre aty 


Durins the advance of my Arnay Grouj very little destruction could be 


hje, Kliberack, and so on, I recall Specifically the destruction of 


a large dam near Saporeshjee After the crossing of the Dnjepr the iussi an 
method of lonz delayed fuse dynamitine became more and more parent. & preat 
deal of damage and misery was caused with the lelaye fuse detonations e Even 
lon; after the fighting hai ceased these detonations took 1 place throuch radios 
active detonations, We haa he Ore, to examine every buildine that we 
intended to occupy for such underminines eS. Particularly numerous 
demolition charres were found in Kio | Kartrov, In my headquarters, Poltava, 
CAPTAIN TUCRIDY : D aternser, may I ask f this 
of testimony 
DRe LATERNSER The Prosecution has assc >rted, particularly tthe Russian 
Prosecution, that the Germans undertook a preat number of 
advance and I want to ascertain or show that a 
tions were done by the Russians in th eir retreat 
ever reached those areas. 


mi 


ine enemy had made no usi ' the so-called policy of "scorched=earth!" 


AITO 
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durin; my time in the Russian Campaicne 
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Q Were thero extensive denolitions at Stations and Railways ? 

A Comparatively few, The main difficulty as far as rail transport was 
concerned was not so much the demolition but rather the reloading and rochanc- 
ing from Russian gauge to Western European gauge railways, which I also 
mentioned before, in connection with the starving prisoners of ware 

Q In that Molotov Note of 27 April 1942, in the German text on page 13, 
it was stated that you, Field Marshal, had riven the order for the Russian 
prisoners of war to clear the mines and that was not only referring to Russian 
mines but German mines as well, Will you please give an answer or make a 
statemont to that ? 

A In that order, as I recalls, the town of Kiev is specifically mentioned 


andy lf I remember correctly, also a regimental number, I did not give such an 


MUNI 
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order as an army Group Commander, it had boon given it would 
have been given by an army Cor 

near Kiow, and I boliovo that 

could have been laid, was tho Sixth Gorman 


ny name be nay possibly have confused that with Rcichona 


Q ho witnos 6, in H4 fida 418, USA Exhibit 


563, states as follows at the ond of this affidavii "I an of the 
firn conviction that an agroonont of all Ficld Marshals would have 
a changing of the nissions and 

particular statenont I have just roa 

in tho Eastorn, that is tho Russic anpaign Since tho SS-Fuohror 

Rhode hes had cas s to cxpre viows on the subject I would 

ask you to Sive your viows 

Rhodo is mistaken. å pr st of all tho Fiold Marshals 
order of Hitlor's was absolutcly unthinkablc. This 
given Hitler tho oppor o rer » some of the highe 

ranking officers fron the sray Groups A replaco thon 

Leaders. The leadership mothods 

thing would 


blo thing would have been 


as it was dono with the Commissar Order of Hitlor. 1 think 1t 
impertinent of an rian to da to wake such a statooont about 


Ficld Marshal. 
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(The Commission reconvened at 1400 hours 19 Juno 1946.) 


VON RUNSTZDT - Rosuioca 
DIRECT EXAMINATION - Continued 
BY DR. LATERNSER: 

Q I should now like ask you sone questions relating 
to tho period of the Gora oc france, which office 
were responsible for the peace and 

A The military commander at is was responsible for 
peace and order. Ho was responsible for the occupicd part of 


Franco and for tho rest of France the government of Potain was 


responsible, ftor it bocan ecessary to occupy tho unoccupicd 


pert of France, all of the military commanders, bosidos Potain's 
ffico, was also hold responsible and ho carricd on this rospon- 
Sibility with a police 
Q Did Hitler 
maintenance of poaco and order in France? 
Do you noan as to the period whore thoro was 
ino of guict in France? 
to that poriod and to tho lator pdriod. 
During the time of quiot in France tho nili! 
o whom I could not issuc instructions, roccivod 
acans of the channel of tho OKW. When the threat to peace bee 
vith the increasing cf the resistance novonont in 
southern France, Hitlor also made use of the Connander in Chief 
fest, ospocially in tho winter of 1943- 1944, to help naintain 
He did so cspccially because the resistance 
movement had become an cnormous danger to tho troups stationed 
Moditorranoan shores and especially so since tho Fronct 
police and tho troops of military commanders had become completely 
powerless toward combating thoso resistance movements. 
Q after tho position of the Military Commander 
clso boon socured in the maintenance of peace anc order 


civo any instructions conccrning the issuance of ordors 
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your turn? 
Hitler continually accused us of a continual slackness 


and indulgences toward the Potain sovernnicnt and threatened to 


ploy SS troops undcr tho leadorship of a SS couriandor, Fina 


in March 1944, while I wes on leave, an ordor of Hitler's was 
to ny Deputy Sporlo of the air force 
hods now concerning the 
taken on cnormous strongth. [ might nontion 
of resistance movernents was 
ons stationed at the 
order ny sta mder Spcrlo worked 


out a draft ci ing these qu^stions and transnitted it to the 
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had to adc hore they alwayf cooperated with Petain and his government, and 
any excesses which were c aumit ted were not committed by theine 

Was the fighting carrioc on in spite of the position that you 
have just depicted, carried on as ctrefully as possible? 

Yos, as far as possible the fighting was carried on cco»ofully. 
For example, we did not destroy whole localities, towns and villages by 
raiding them anc through whole areas by bombarding them, but we only carried 
it out on individual places. We used no planes, anc few tcnkse 
G What about the artillery? 

Very little artillery, We never bombarded a whole locality but 
only one objective, that is, the house from which the shooting was being 
carried one 

Q Was the locality of tnc resistance movement orgm izcd? 

À short time after tho invasion but I don't vant to bind myself 
to the time, a radio message was broadcast by Eisenhower in whi 
thet members of the Frenchresistance movement ws 
legal troopse We transmitted this immediately to the Fuchrer and asked 


1 


him for his decision and his decision was a nerative once, 

Q Was this attitude changed later on? 

A Not as ling as I was therce 

Q 1 you hear of any alterations concerning this startus of legality 
after you left? 

far as I remember the French who had fought in Southern France 
and further advanced toward àls2ce 1 7^raine was recogni 
cruited, and that is the condition I found when I rcturnede 

Q and what about the resistance movement in other parts of France, 
do you know anything about this? 

A apart from individual attacks that had always take ace since 
1940 there was a relative peace and order in the remaining parts of France, 
except as far as Britorne was concernede 

Witness, I should now like a question on the regrettable incident 
at Oradour, just one preliminary question. What do you know about the event? 


We heard via the channels of Vichy Government with whom we hac always 


TIL 


JU 
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Gorman liaison and with whom we wore in a continual exchange of anf 
battles with troops and that parts of the second SS Division 
and that a church had beenset on fire in which women and 
children hac taken refuzce This division was on the march from 1 
part of France to the Normandy froy and i antinual fight with 
troopsa I reported this affair immeciately to the OKI and asked 
inr General, under whose Command this 55 corps was > have this affair 
investigated immediately and to rcocrt the findings to me m self could 
order a leral investigation to te made because in this respect the SS 
not subordinate to me but direc. ly subc rcinate to Himmero 
After I had left ny successor Field Marshal Kluge once more 
information on the affair but |. don't know what the results wcroe 
the incident was a regreti le cne which might have 
In créer to clarify this point in which c nnccticn 1 
Division subordinate to the Commander ij 
is a very com; 
Franco was 
fighting troop I ha 
thon this SS division 
tho front was concerned 
pronounce sentencose 


eal in 


i © ity MZ 


aiv f 


m DLL 
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Q That means that the only task you had with this 55 division would 
be a military one? 

A Yes, but, of course, to this also belonged the combatting of the 
illegal movement. 

Q "hen this incident at Oradour took place, did the SS Second Tank 
Division have any orders from you? 

À Yes, this division was to march as quickly as possible northward 
and there to be entrainede All train connections had been destroyed in the 
lower part and communication by train was only posable beginning with the 
Loirce 

Q After the events in Oradour you just te 
Commanding General of the Corps to investigate and make : reports 
could you have done in this affcir? 

I couldn't do any mire than I did and report to the OK! 
add something? Tho Commanding General of this corps to whomethis 
was subordinate was away engaged in hoavy fighting in Normandy and a consider- 
able timo would have elapsed for the 
What do you know about the enemy commando 
sarc? 

A On this small English island an engineer platoon had beon 
tempérarily stationed in order to lay mines there. This platoon was not state 
ionod at the base as it should have been but outside. During tho night this 
platoon was attacked by a so&called commando action, The commandos had 
blackened their faces ond wore no unif^rms. The engineers were thrown out of 
thoir beds, chained and dragged to the coaste One man because he did not want 
to ontor was shot. Two others were able to escape and reported tho incident. 
An investigation that had been ordered by Hitler disclosed tho fact by means 
of a photograph that this man had been shot while he was chained. 
incident must bo on filo with the files of the OKM 

Do you know tho soecalled commando order that Hitlcr issued on the 
18th of October, 1942? 
A Yes, I know this ordere lg applicd to tho whole world, that is, it 


oppliod to all of Buropce 


Q What attitude did youtake towards this order? 
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In my opinion if commandos behaved properly they were fighting 
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troops similar to the parachutistse ‘his order of Hitler just like his 


^ 


zed not only by us but also by 


A5 


ssar order was sabota the SDe 


Ts 
Jid you ever nate 


discuss this order with t he Commanders subordi 


T 


l ES 


t 
don t remember, 


Do you kn or were cases reported to you where tho 


Commando order wa 


Noe 


E 


. 1 t n . 
“ere any prisoners taken in the Yommando Befeh 1 action? 


No e 


One question concerning the deportation of labor. ‘as this 


labor recruitment in France promoted by higher military officers? 


Nog to the vory great sgust of Sauckel it was not, although 


it had been ordered by the Fuchror , wo al refused 


wove 
Woy o 


ec 
o2. 


text wo did not have s for thi 
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nt ! orde 


diU £4 


underground moveme oy mems of the 


you warn the 
recruitments? 

ma 

that was not 


aA 
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commander who o Y 


called on us 


-x 
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é that the peonle would not make 


Pa 


difficulty, 


TFT "pU 


DR, 


Au lS 


TITUTUD Dopp MD 
INTERPRETER: 


May I suggest that we translate these word 


I don’t think I con, 
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CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Would you write them out, Dr, Kempner, and let us hav 
theine 
DR. LATERNSER: Could we take a short recess at this time ? 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDYse We will take a short recess for ten minutes. 
(A short recess was taken) 
BY DR. LATERNSERs 
Qe Figld Marshal, have you trie to ease the situation for the French 
civil population ? 


subject because it looks like 


uest to the Old Field Marshal 


Petain I spoke to the Fuchrer on several occasions to find ovt what France car 


ending of the war but without success, I achieved some success 
with things for the French rå iray employes, for example, liberation of 
In 1940, we have helped deportees with food 
portation back, When the air attacks, 
that is, Allied air attacks on Paris and environs, became very stron we 
have supplied troops for aiding purposes We have fed the ppor population 
in my own headquarters every noon. We have seen to it that coal was trans- 
pcrtated to Paris in spit bad r2il connection even while the invasion 


was already 
Wey ALD OCALA 


in prc and there were cnly seven trains that coula run in 
entire France, 
Qe I will ask no furthe 1 i 5:3 on that point. What do you know about 
Hitler's order to includ is in the fighting 
nly know, althoug! was not Commancer in Chief any more at that 
I heard from my successor, who is also here, that this order has 
licwed and no bridge has been demolished. 
INTERPRETERS Correction = my old €hief, who is also here, I have heard 


about this from hime 


Now a few questions regarding the Ardennes offensive, When did you 
from Hitler fer the first time about his intention to start that offen- 
in the winter of 19) ? 

I believe in the beginning of Novembere 
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Q Vid you know that preparati ms were started in tiie OKW alreacy in 


September ? 


stice that in y ur command already chan:es or movements of 
divisions took place, the reason for which you coulda not 
Ae These movements of divisions teok place only when the order of 
was already in my hancs, that > say, in N vember. vember, 
us to attack near Nancy, 
the Commanders in Chief cutside of the 
concerned with these movements notified abcut these inten 
Ae Only the Army Corps Conm: à Model, commanding 
commanders concerned were notifiec. I myself hag t: 
prs way down south bec: 
otherwise he would 
In the army corps sector, Melmedy t 
any rep 
I myself have heard about this incident 
my staff 
had heard 
ime there is a war trial at Dachau 
who was ncerned wit 
rnberg by name of von 


der Essen wi sstified ' this matte and in his cecuction 


he states 
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tclogran from the OKH stating that wo had contornplatod this move 
toward the rear for days and have reported it. Please cancel this 
order. If this is not done I nust assume that there is nom 
cnfidoneo in my porson. Please take somebody clsc. The sane 
nicht an answer arrivod statinz that your application has been 
approved ond another Commander in Chief will arrivo, Hitler hin- 
own thoro, that is to say, towards tho Azog Soa and 
that wo were .orroct with our reports and that 
was wronge He flew back and had a conversation with no 
Poltavas, Ho rozrottod his éccision in a cortain way to have 
away. ‘ie quit occupying it six wocks later. I had ropro- 
hin at tho funeral of Fiold Marshal Von Ricchonau anā in 
big donation in money on tho oc- 
of ny birthday and in March 1943 I became Commander in 
West, which was a sign that ny resignation was not taken 
the wrong way by hin. I want to repeat that at that tine Germany 


danger, undor which circumstances I would not 


=“ 


wes not as yot i 


in 
have taken the sto although later on I contemplated coing so 


Several tinos. 

Q À resignation against tho vill of Hitler, would it have 

it that tino? 

That would have boon considered a revolt and not only 
own person but also his fanily woulda have suffered under such 
eine of dictatorship. 

Q I only mention this present of moncy because you brought 
it up yourself. Did you ever touch that moncy or what have you 
dono with it? 

It nicht bo of intorost if I toll oxectly what Hitlor 
has siven no. At ay sixtioth snd sixty-fifth birthday, cach tino 
I received a snap shot of Hitlor in a cach time tho 

ane ono, and in 1941 for ny birthday I roccivod the sun of 
250,000 marks which I have just mentioned. t money vas doposit- 
od under s special account until the collapse «a has given no 


nothing but troublo in the payrcnt of interest. For ny 50th Mili- 
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tory Jubil ) t in of Ficld Marshal Moltka, painta 
by Lohaubach, ic} l civo a nusoua, which hasn't been 
bombed out, and asido fron ) cavo no a pound of coffco which 
I do not went to mention here. 
Q I want to ask another question which I forgot originally, 
How old are you, Ficld Marshal? 
Sovonty and a half. 


DR. LaTERNSER: I havo no furthnor questions. 


CROSS EXAMINA TIO! 
BY DR. KEMENZ 
1ave just nontionod Field Marshal Moltke, was Ficld 
Marshal Moltke one of your historical milita xarir in the 
Gcod old Prussian tradition? 
Yos, not only on account of groat knowlodsc 

on account of his groat n 

Q You probably have read the book of Ficld Marshal Moltke 
during your years of military cducation, is that so? 


AT 
YCSe 


Is it correct that other nilitary 


Frodorieck Willian, tho Fi » and others, arc known 
A Generally spcaking 3 not a good fricnd of nilitary 
writors I prefer novels, preferrably dctective onos. 


e Do you want to say by that you have not atudiod 
nilitary history of Prussian Germany? 

P No, I just want to say I did not read tho tremendous 
nilitary literature the t is available. 

Q, Do you agree with tho slogan of the Prussian Goncral 
taff which is usually prosented to the officors, saying an off 


owes obodionco if it gocs again t honor? 
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19 JunceGR-L Meshan 
Q Schacht meant that Hitler broke the oath after he attacked Cuccho= 
Slovakias 
L In my opinion, he never gave an oath in that connection. 
Q At that time he Swore before the German people, "I have no further 
territorial aims," 
T cannot give any answer to that question, I am a soldier and just 


someone else is a scoundel loes not mean that everyone else has to 


When this scoundel is your superior, what is your attitude then ? 
That question I refuse to answere 
That is what I thoucht. Did you agree with everything that Hitler 


comma: 


With what things did you not agree for example ? 

On the whole I ha ex 31 myself previously on thate I thought 
the Stahlingrad campaign a pure insanity and with the available forces we had 
it was an insanity. There are other examples, 

Q ut you are still of the opinion that you had to follow him anyway. 

A Yes and as I said before it became very, very difficult, 

Q You said before that the people concerned in the 20th of July inciden. 
because they did not obey were criminals, is that correct ? 

A Iam afraid you misunderstood me somewhat. If there had been a 
possibility at that time to end the wary but there was not and an attack at 
that time would have caused chaos, The two armies in existence would not 
have been able to keep order in Germany or on any fronte 

According to your ideas, did the poople involved have 
motives? 

A Evidently they had, as I know quite a number of them, nevertheless I 
consider it clear stupidity. 

Q Were you sitting dee over them and helped remove them from the 
German army ? 

A The honor court to which I belong, although I was not or active duty 
anymore, had made the possibility of giving sentence over these people 
irrespective of who was sentenced or declared not cuiltys 


Q Could they remain in or enter the army ? | | 
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A This 
Wc, as the jud; 7 purposes had 
nsist on their removal from the army, If there was a possibility that a 


person was declared not guilty, then he would only be dismissed from the army 


IM 
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at the end of the trial, he could be reinstated, | MINI 


CAPTAIN- TUCRIDY s We will have a short recess, 


Ar ^um TS 


i MR. RAP) 

Q May I ask questions on the Polish corridor ? I would like to ask some 
questions about the historical b kc ind during the period from 1933, 
lay in your testimony 
would like to ask you about the situation at that time in the caste s not 
a fact that the question of sh í ìor, Da g and Silesia constitue 

question of paramount im ance ? During that meeting 
form you that 
Fuehrer inform you that 
at that time 

ing to solve that que ( na peaceful way Is that corre 


Yes, that is correct, We were i all hoping it 


~ 


romizes that were mack 3€ If you relinquish the corridor- 


quite popular among the 
Is that correct ? 
That is correct, but I want to point out tha his has no comection 
gaining of living space, it was not to cain additional t rritory, but 
regain oli German territory, I have been asked in that comection by my 
German counsel, 
I have \never touched on that question, 
I just wanted to avoid havir^ my previous statement confused with the 
ion of'Leb5ensraum, 
Q One could therefore say that thc joining of former German Territory 
had become a question of honor for you, 


Yes, one could y that . neecssarye I want to deny that for my pur- 
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Q Why not ? 


Iam of the opinion it could be solved in a peaceful way if 


A Decause 


sense was being used. In my opinion, the oli gentleman anc the municipal 


jayor of Poland, Mre Beck, would have consented to such a policy, 
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Another fact, which I woul? like to make clear before asking any 
further quostions. Did tho Fuchror oxplain to you which things did not go 
acco rding to schedule? 

Yes, if by that you moan the operational precautionse In that 


correcte 


Fuehror toll you that Poland could be seized in a single 


operation? 
A I think the olish war could have been isolated. 
knovwr tho Fuchrer did not count on interference by the western powers because 
of a warelike conflict with Polande 
Then for the reason which we just stated the Polish campaign 
considered as a popular one with the Generals? 
MR. LATERNSER [I object to that question because tho witne 
judgment or an opinion. I would like to have the questions 


t factse 


Generals secms 
No campaign was popular with us and that proes for the Polish 
lien also. After tho campaign in the Sudetenland, 


the German folk mig have worked out a 


from the fact whether the war in gmeral wa 
or not, ike to find out if the matters about which I am now 
you aro facts aking over of power by National Socialism the 
Wehrmacht was able to be increased numerically, is that correct? 
that is correct. 
Through the National Socialists, the question of 


anzic was put more and ore in front of the eyes the German 


Yes, that is correcte 


Another fact I would like to have obtained. Hitler st-ted after 
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19 Jyno-PMe2-Meehan 
claims? 
Yes, that is a facte 
There are three facts, which have been discussed, (1) the 
military increase in the number of tho Wehrmacht, (2) the increasing propane 
ganda concerning the Polish corridor and Danzig territory and (3) the 


contradictory statements of Hitler, Now, what reason did you have to believe 


that the Polish question could be settled peacefully in spite of the aforce 


On account of the RussicnsGerman pact, which Hitler negotinted, 
We believed that there would bc sufficient pressure excrted on Poland to 
permit us to solve that quostion peacefully rather than by means of war. 
BY DR. KEMPNER: 

Q Do you agree with me witness that the accressivo war against 

Russia was an attack? 

Expressed in military terms, it was 2 preventive war = that means 

ahead on an attack on ono side. 
Jo you agree with mo and consider the march in | 


an attack? 


E . " 
f you mean the ono in 1939, I arrce with you. It was 
3 = ` 


by many circles at that time as a breach of the Munich agreement e 
"ere you among those people about whom you are talking? 
Iwas not in service at that time and therefore could have a 
private opinion like any private citizen. 
Q fas that your opinion at thet timo? 
Yes and it is still my opinion today. 
Do you consider tho march into Denmark end Norway also 
an aggressive war? 
MR. LATERNSER: I regret to interrunt again, however, tho question 
the march into Denmark ond Norway was an aggressive wor is an 
This is a judicial question and not a nuestion concerning facts. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: The question of whether n march is an attack 


and aggressive warfare is a question for the military, is it not? And an 


q ^" 


expert in military affairs should be able to answer Xt 


v 
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29 





ML 


19 June-PMe3-Mechan H0963-0110 


Yes as longas the question is purely on a 
military matter, but the question as it is asked is not a military question. 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: The witness just answered the question that the 


campaign against Czecho-Slovakia was a military attack, and has testificd 


that the Russian war was 35"preventive"war 
L 
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VR. LATERNSER: Just because I did nct make an objection to a previous 


question does not mean that I cannot -bject to the following questione 


Ci.PTAIN TUBRIDY: The witness may answer. 


am not sure, The march into Norway was a preventi: 
but I am just a simple soldier and not a lawyer, My opinion may be 
s but I am just a simple solcter, 
Was the entry into Belcium had already been violated by the British. 
is just ancther question of preventive ware If we had not marched, th 
eneiy would be in the Ruhr, 

Qe Is it known to the witness that the SD and similar crganigations unde: 
Himmler created incicents at the Polish corridor so that the time w "ulc come 
to c measures ? 

bie con't know anything about that, 

Qe Yos ca during the direct examination, you 


neo 


measures vhi had already becn taken during the years 
the recapture cf the eastern territ ry no such 
there was the Heilsbcrzer Triangle, In the 
position cr in the Sector Oder-Warthe Bend anc eastern frontier 
2ositions against Polish attacks existe le 
vt maneuvers on the German side acainst attacks that mich’ 
come from Denmark, Poland and Czechosl vakia, is that correct ? 
u Spoke about Denmark, Czechoslovakia 
that possible at that time ? 
Åe  .Verything that was lying around us, that is around Germany, was hosti’ 
against us with the possible exception of Switzerland, 
as hostile to use That we saw towards he ond of e last war, 
the last war neither Holland, Denmark or Switgerlanc were enemy 
poworse How could ycu explain that ? 
Ae I have not spoken about Holland or Denmark although Denmark had no fric 
dly attitude towards USe You are mistaken there, During the last war we los 


D 


half of the province of Schleswig=Hosltein to Denmark, 


1369 
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Was Denmark an enemy of Germany during the last war, or was it neutral 
Neutral, but unfriendly neutral, which in essence is the same, 
During the years of 1933, 1934 or 1935 did you actually fear an attack 
on the part of Denmark, Poland, Czechoslovakia or any of the other countrics’ 
ås We always expected an attack on the part of Czechoslovakia for the 
revainins of Silesia, aside from that all these maneuvers, movements and s 


on were meant for eventualities which could turn up at the turn of a hand, 


you base your opinion that such conditions micht turn up at 


at is the threatening that we have experienced on tho wart 
t Lon of the entire world because we Germar ac hitler as 
comandere aside from that it is my personal opinion, whether 


or not I do net venture to and don't care whbther it 


, prove ture that the world has attacked Germany or was 


C ther, 
direct examination throuch you 
the radio about the rezainin: 


Sovereigntye 


That is correc be « This p lamation of military sovcreiosnty was vrece 
4 J L 


long discussions over many years starting with the Weimar R spubl.ic, backe 
by Stresemanng later on Blomoor: 9 and s ne Hitler faced the world with th 
simple fact of that commission vhich had attem bed for c lo ime to gain 
equality before the worl, 
Waat did you know or hear about secret rearmament prior t^ 
what extent did you pa 
participate as commnander-in-Chief but I ce 
improvements of armament anc perfection within 
Otherwise those things were kept extremely secret even as far 
were concernede 
do you explain the fact that in spite of the secrec; 


ops 


monty even towards youyg thousands of people were r ..uited into the army 
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gular arri? 


ave been in an earlier period when the so-called Black 


was under Soock, 
mean that wo ro-orncd, 
fortificaticns but that still doo: 


additional 


So-callod police rozinonts which 


ture soldiers? 
No, I did not take part in 
these inspections wo 
sisdiction they voro 
1at is aftcr the 
ado, and ton thousands of scldiors existed 


Fiat c hic ar) 
int has been achioved? 


traininr that 


cid not kr 
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Putsch, 
ammunition 
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First of all, during that time thc 
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Still alivc, 


wtillcry or cavalry ror 
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proclan 


threatened 


we crcated short tine trai 


Vc needed 


roarnaucnt 
1cnts were created 
1 1935 you participated 


fact were nothin: 
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own person. 
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ur om telephone conversations? 


Yield Harshal and 
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n't you know that Hindonbur:; was an old man and had nothing to say 


at that particular tine ai v Hitler and Company were actually 


limdenburr, who was over cic} dy at that tino, was still quite 
was conccrnec, that wc all 
vith us, hen it rang one 
Out with 
at tho head 


di. ex 351 
TACNCY Lan 


eine 


lindenburs was still as act a ) y, why did you not 


lain that your own life vas boinc 


precautionary mcasure and the old man probably would havo 


conc to him with such a complaint, aside from tho fact that I, 


just 


7m 


te ey nen 
v Ll Ji 


otherwise 
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questions, 


© Comander=in-Chief of Group 
Sovoroi'znty was declared in Berlin? 


an expert, was Berlin an inportant point in the defense 


1 


Germany are unthinkable. 
mmander-=in-Chicf for the defense of Borlin, only heard 
sovereignty by vay of radio instead of throuch military 


v e) 
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